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Welcome

Meet EDSA 

Welcome everyone to the new academic year! 

The EdD Newsletter is both a resource and a 
venue for sharing information, including program 
announcements, EdD spotlights (students, faculty 
and staff), events, and other resources. We welcome 
EdD Program Assistant, Cassidy Bradford (cbradfo5@
depaul.edu), and we welcome back EdD Graduate 
Assistant, Shanita Bigelow (sbigelow@depaul.edu). 
Please don’t hesitate to reach out to them. We are 
also excited to announce that Jonathan Kozol will be 
speaking on campus November 7 from 6-8pm.

The EdD Office and the COE faculty and staff wish you 
great success in your studies this year. 

Dr. Sonia Soltero,
EdD Program 

Coordinator and 
Chair, Department 

of Leadership, 
Language and 

Curriculum 

ALEXANDRA CRUZ received her Bachelor of Arts 
from Northeastern Illinois University and double majored 
in Psychology and Anthropology. Alexandra later 
attended National-Louis University and received her 
Master of Arts in Teaching in Secondary Education with 
a focus in Social Studies. She has been teaching Social 
Studies in high school for the last 8 years, first at the 
Noble Network of Charter Schools and now at Wolcott 

School. Alexandra is currently in her second year of the EdD program for 
Curriculum Studies. She loves to read, work out, spend time with friends 
and family, and try new sports like rowing, standup paddle boarding, and 
hunting. 

MACKENZIE KRUEGER has worked in medical 
education for 7 years, working with medical students, 
residents, fellows, and faculty members. She’s currently 
transitioning into a role at UIC, working with OBGYN 
medical residents. Her research interests include 
faculty development, gender in medical education, 
and students as employees. She lives in the River West 
area with her boyfriend and sweet pup, Otis. 

TIP: No one understands what it’s like to be in a doctoral program unless 
they’ve done it themselves. Learn to balance your time. Read, write, work 
out, and say “no” to the things that prevent you from being successful 
in this program. Remember that you are pursuing something meant to 
create change - not just in yourself, but in a broader community. 

TIP: There will be times when you just don’t “get” the 
reading or assignment - don’t fret! You’re not the 
only one who feels lost or doesn’t get it! Try your best, 
but don’t be afraid to reach out to classmates or the 
professor for help.
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Resources

EdD Program Office
DePaul University 

College of Education
2247 N. Halsted Street, 

Rm 367
Chicago, IL 60614
(773) 325-1674

eddprogram@depaul.edu

Brandon Washington
Doctoral Student  Advisor

bwashin3@depaul.edu
(773) 325-7495

Cassidy Bradford
EdD Program Assistant
cbradfo5@depaul.edu

(773) 325-1674
COE Room 367

Shanita Bigelow
EdD Graduate Assistant
sbigelow@depaul.edu

COE Room 351

Doctoral Program Info

EdD Program Website
 depauledd.wordpress.com

Join the DePaul University 
EdD Program 

Facebook group

Meet EDSA
TOIA JONES has been in education for over 20 years. She’s currently the 
proud Principal of Old Post Elementary School in Oswego (SD308). Her 
interest for scholarly study pertains to Adverse Childhood Experiences 
(ACES) as it relates to student achievement, perhaps using the ACES 
scale to measure the impact of trauma.  As a first generation college 
student and graduate, she hopes to continue in the field of education 
and make impactful contributions to the success of all students.    

JEANNETTE C. SRIVASTAVA  is 
starting her third year of coursework 
in the Curriculum Studies Program. 
She has been interested in 
nonformal and informal education 
since tutoring low-income, minority 
kindergartners at a community 
center in rural, southeastern Ohio 
where she grew up. Jeannette has 
been a homeschool parent for 
several years. 

TIP: Whatever you are doing is the right thing for you, and you’re not 
behind or ahead or off track or perfect--it’s not a competition. Enjoy 
the process, whatever that is for you!

FASHAWN JONES is a third year Doctoral 
Candidate at DePaul University with no 
current coursework remaining. She’s 
currently in the process of completing 
research projects associated with her 
dissertation defense. She’s looking forward 
to graduating in 2018, receiving  her 
Doctorate in Educational Leadership. 
She’s currently employed at DePaul’s 
Egan Office for Urban Education and 
Community Partnerships at the Steans 
Center as an Administrative Coordinator. 

TIP: It’s helpful to have a constant dialogue with like-minded colleagues 
concerning their academic experiences; it shaped me as a new 
student at DePaul. This was beneficial because I was able to ask 
seasoned students questions about their IRB or candidacy processes. 
Talk to other students, ask questions, get to know how their experiences 
could impact you academically. 

https://education.depaul.edu/departments/doctoral-program/Pages/default.aspx
http://depauledd.wordpress.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1494991940731886/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1494991940731886/
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 University and Online Resources

EDSA
   join the conversation 

facebook

The EdD Program Facebook group 

• Provides a space for students to share 
information, resources, events and other 
opportunities to connect. 

The EdD Program website includes

• A doctoral research guide. It outlines 
the stages of the doctoral process, from 
coursework and candidacy to dissertation 
defense. 

• A list of academic conferences and calls 
for proposals.

• Information about internal and external 
scholarships and fellowships.

The College of Education houses

• The Center for Educational Technology 
(CET) computer lab, which is located on the 
second floor of the COE.

The COE website includes

• The forms library, which provides links to 
the EdD Handbook and forms for doctoral 
students. 

• The faculty and staff directory, which 
provides faculty and staff contact information, 
faculty bios and research interests.

University Resources include

• The John T. Richardson Library. It provides 
borrowing services and department specific 
research guides. Students can also reserve 
group meeting rooms. 

The library website includes an extensive 
search engine, links to other services 
and resources for graduate students like 
individual research assistance and thesis and 
dissertation collections.

The Writing Center (UCWbL) offers

• A weekly EdD Writing Group and end-of-
quarter writing workshops.

• Individual appointments: get feedback in 
person, online and through screencast.

depauledd.wordpress.com

https://depauledd.wordpress.com/doctoral-research-guide/
https://education.depaul.edu/about/centers-and-initiatives/center-for-educational-technology/Pages/events.aspx
https://education.depaul.edu/student-resources/policies-and-forms/Pages/forms-library.aspx
https://education.depaul.edu/faculty-and-staff/Pages/default.aspx
https://library.depaul.edu/Pages/default.aspx
http://libguides.depaul.edu/education
https://library.depaul.edu/services/resources-for/current-students/Pages/graduate-students.aspx
https://library.depaul.edu/services/resources-for/current-students/Pages/graduate-students.aspx
http://condor.depaul.edu/writing/programs-writing-center-scheduling-appointments.html
http://depauledd.wordpress.com
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Faculty Spotlight:
Introducing Dr. Thomas Noel

Dr. Thomas Noel, a Newark, New Jersey native, joins DePaul 
University’s Department of Leadership, Language, and 
Curriculum as a full-time faculty member in the Educational 
Leadership Program. An experienced educator, Dr. Noel 
earned his PhD at the University of Rochester. His work 
in education spans various areas and roles, including 
teaching, instruction, and administration in K-12 and higher 
education. He recently worked with Rochester School 
District K-8 students in a summer academic enrichment 
program, where he taught students reading, writing, and 
arithmetic. 

Dr. Noel’s independent research focuses on education 
policy, teacher residency requirements, neighborhood 
schools, teacher education, pedagogy, and school 
choice. His current research explores the issue of school 
choice, specifically “the experiences of parents of students 
enrolled in an inter-district choice program.” Expanding on  
research from his dissertation, he is also focusing on teacher 
residency requirements and student-teacher relationships. 

“The investigation and examination of community-based educational 
policies are pertinent steps and methods needed to improve the U.S. 
public education system, as well as address and critique systemic 

oppression.”

Dr. Noel believes his research continues to inform his teaching. He trusts that it provides him with 
the opportunity to educate students, and that “the investigation and examination of community-
based educational policies are pertinent steps and methods needed to improve the U.S. public 
education system, as well as address and critique systemic oppression.”

The College of Education welcomes Dr. Noel and his expertise. He’ll be teaching both 
undergraduate and graduate-level courses this year, including SCG 711: Culture, Power and 
Education, A&S 811: Assessment and Accountability, SCG 735: Quantitative Research Methods 
I, SCG 755: Quantitative Research Methods II, SCG 775: Frameworks of Inquiry in Educational 
Research I, SCG 785: Frameworks of Inquiry in Educational Research II. 

Dr. Noel looks forward to getting to know his colleagues and students and learning more about 
DePaul’s unique community and culture. He also looks forward to working with the Chicago 
Public Schools. In his free time, Dr. Noel enjoys reading, listening to music, mountain biking, hiking, 
and traveling. 
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Cohort Spotlight:
Fraternal Order of the Police

EdD News spoke with Dr. Leodis Scott about his experiences working with the FOP 
cohorts and what it means for policing, community engagement and educational 
leadership.

Redefining Educational 
Leadership

The Fraternal of Order of Police has two 
cohorts of doctoral students in educational 
leadership. At its foundation, the partnership 
between the FOP and DePaul University, serves 
as a means of support for officers continuing 
their education. According to Dr. Scott, the 
partnership offers much more: 

Given the context--issues in Chicago related 
to crime and violence--there’s national 
concern about what’s happening related 
to police and community. This program 
is a positive response to how officers can 
address community through educational 
leadership.

Educational Leadership often addresses 
traditional educational issues and professions. 
While these issues and professions have a place 
in the courses offered to the FOP cohorts, the 
courses also address policing, community and 
school from different perspectives. 

Scott is  impressed with the experiences students 
bring: “Most have decades of experience. 
They are already leaders in their respective 
profession.” As they continue to transfer that 
experience into their work in the EdD Program, 
Scott says he’s more of a facilitator, guiding 
them as they pursue their own interests. In their 
pursuits, “they’re redefining and expanding 
the meaning of educational leadership.” Their 
unique perspectives are assets. They enrich 
and broaden the meaning, the scope of what 
it means to educate and learn. 

“I think we’re making history, 
and it’s something to be 

proud of.”

History in the Making

“I think we’re making history, and it’s something 
to be proud of,” Scott said. “We’re only 
beginning to scratch the surface of what is 
possible for others who play a role in the city,”  
Scott continued. The FOP is paving the way for 
others in various professions and communities. 

Education as Purpose and Possibility

Students in the FOP cohorts are investigating 
issues, exploring service projects, and 
providing opportunities for other officers and 
the community. Student interests include:

• The traditional purpose and function of 
School Resource Officers (SRO) as police 
enforcers rather than educators.  

• The role police can play in supporting 
neighborhood and community schools.

• The diverse paths leadership can take 
within the police force, whether for training 
purposes, the development of critical 
thinking, or ways officers can continue 
to learn about their field from varying 
perspectives.

• Law Enforcement Medical and Rescue 
Training (LEMART) and LEMAR kits that have 
the capacity to transform what policing is 
and what it can be.

Educational leadership within the FOP has a 
broader definition and broader ramifications 
within the community. The FOP cohorts are 
“doing us a service in redefining educational 
leadership because they, the FOP, allow others 
to see how they can impact education.” This 
partnership is just one possibility among many, 
according to Scott. 
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Professor Sonia Soltero
Program Coordinator
ssoltero@depaul.edu

Professor Joseph Gardner
Director, Curriculum Studies
joby.gardner@depaul.edu

Professor Andrea Kayne
Director, Educational Leadership
andrea.kayne@depaul.edu

Professor Marie Donovan
Director, Early Childhood Education
mdonovan@depaul.edu

EdD Program 
Leadership
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Registration for Winter Quarter 2018 began Thursday, 
October 12. Check Campus Connect for your 
specific registration date and time.

COE Fall Forum on Racial Segregation/Racial Justice 
in Chicago Schools: Tuesday, October 17 at 5:30pm 
in the Lincoln Park Student Center (room 120). You 
can register for the event here.

EdD Student Interests Survey: Look out for a student 
interests survey. It will be sent via email. We look 
forward to your responses.

Save the Date for the 2018 EDSA Conference: 
Saturday, April 14, 2018 in the Lincoln Park Student 
Center. More information to come.

EdD Writing Workshops: The workshops will be held 
Saturdays, October 28, and November 4 and 11 from 
10:00am-2:00pm in SAC 212. 

Tuesday, November 7th from 
6:00-8:00pm.

 
Lincoln Park Student Center, 

room 120 A&B. 

This event is free and open to 
the public. 

Registration is required. 
Register here.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeFkwF99XfvS8gzG8Rb9VXqVKsbFqBKjFgPF25XKT-tpquDlA/closedform
https://goo.gl/forms/gCTB5Hnn6ze2KEW22

