
On Saturday, April 30th, EdD students, 
alumni, and faculty gathered in the Lincoln 
Park Student Center to connect and converse 
at DePaul’s annual EDSA Conference. The 
event featured alumni panels, student 
research presentations, roundtable 
discussions, and an inspiring keynote 
address by DePaul adjunct professor Lasana 
Kazembe, PhD entitled “Run Toward Fear: 
Engaging a Radical Praxis of Truthspeak and 
Critical Humanizing.” With powerful poetry 
and prose, Dr. Kazembe called for “radical, 
revolutionary, and reimagined pedagogy and 
practices rooted in the best of our traditions” 
as he urged us to “run toward fear to claim 
the best, critique the rest, and raise up the 
good constantly.” Everyone in attendance 
could relate to the values he promoted with 
a mantra we repeated together: “Love. Study. 
Struggle.”
 

Panel discussions on the Research Process 
and Theory to Practice reflected and 
reinforced this mantra as DePaul EdD 
graduates gave advice and encouragement 
to current students while highlighting their 
positive experiences of the doctoral program. 
Six students presented research in progress, 
Hannah Lee and Jennifer Finstrom from 
the Writing Center read original poems, 
and Tecora Rogers Harper closed out the 
afternoon beautifully with a gospel song.
 
Sarah Kaufman and Jacob Gross tweeted 
throughout the event (#EDSAchat); you 
can see their Twitter conference recap on 
the EdD blog by clicking this link: https://
depauledd.wordpress.com/2016/05/12/
edsa-conference-twitter-recap/. You can also 
check out photos from the conference on 
pages 4 and 5 of this newsletter.
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Greetings Doctoral Students:
 
As the academic year comes to a close, we 
would like to extend heartfelt congratulations 
to the 2015-2016 EdD Program graduates, a 
warm welcome to all new doctoral students 
who have recently begun coursework, and 
supportive encouragement to those who 
are in the midst (and mist!) of dissertation      
writing.
 
Finally, we extend our sincere gratitude and 
fond farewell to DJ Marty, EdD Program       

Assistant. We wish DJ well in his new role 
as a Grants Specialist at DePaul’s Office of            
Research Services.
 
Have a happy, healthy, 
and productive summer! 
 
Sincerely,

Sonia Soltero, PhD
EdD Program Coordinator and Chair, 
Department of Leadership, Language and 
Curriculum 
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Greetings, Blue Demons! My 
name is Fashawn Jones, and 
I am a Doctoral student in 
Educational Leadership here 
at DePaul University, Lincoln 
Park campus. I received my 
Masters Degree in Higher 
Education Administration 
from Upper Iowa University 
and, after graduation, had a 
longing to pursue a degree 
from a prestigious, Chicago-
based university; of course I 
chose DePaul! As a nontraditional student, 
I pursued most of my degrees in a distance 
education format. Therefore, I was nervous 
about how I would blend in to a traditional 
classroom model so different from what I 
was accustomed to. My initial concerns took 
the form of many questions, such as: Will my 
classroom experiences be too challenging? 
Will my colleagues embrace my academic 
and personal views? How will DePaul support 
my academic success?
 The mix of new and experienced 
students in most EdD courses was a challenge 
for me in my first year but has since become 
a positive aspect of my coursework. Because 
I started in the winter quarter, there was 
a core group of students in my first classes 
who already knew each other, and I felt 
like an outsider, just as I had feared I might. 
This was hard for me, especially given my 
outgoing personality. Once my colleagues 
got to know me better, I felt more welcome. 
My main advice to new students is to speak 
up early on so people can get to know you.

  Now, as I finish my second 
year in the program, I can 
confidently say that my 
colleagues are a blend of 
very friendly and articulate 
traditional and nontraditional 
students who are assisting 
me in “learning the language” 
in the field of education. 
The professors here are very 
welcoming and approachable, 
and they have been helpful in 
communicating expectations 

for challenging assignments. Also of immense 
help to me in my EdD coursework has been the 
Writing Center at the Schmitt Academic Center. 
The Writing Center is a free service to students 
and has been influential in helping me prepare 
literature reviews as well as other course papers 
and research projects. 
 Even though I commute to DePaul 
from Racine, Wisconsin, I feel a sense of 
community among the DePaul EdD Program’s 
diverse population of students. I feel valued here 
because professors and colleagues often ask my 
opinions on community issues, pedagogical 
differences, capstone projects or other topics, 
and they advise me to attend meetings, writing 
groups, and other campus events in order to get 
to know other students and faculty. In addition, 
I appreciate the wide variety of supports 
available to students. Personally, I don’t feel that 
I could have chosen a better school to become a 
future Doctor of Education. Go, DePaul!

Sincerely,
Fashawn D Jones, M.H.E.A.

Fashawn Jones Introduces Herself

Feature Article by Darlene Gordon on Dr. Stephen Haymes
The race, I’m told, is not given to the swift
And what we obtain afterwards is spiritually a rift
With all the cracks, faults, splits and breaks
Twenty-two page papers and a few headaches
In all of our going and coming back, again
The battle, it’s not even given to the strong, my friend.
 
I know this journey seems to be quite long
And for every sleepless night and music played to the 
          wordless song
I mean who can concentrate with singing going on?
But, it is given to the one who endures until the end
Not one time alone, forever friendships, not pretend
 
The race has been won because you endured.
Every test and trial that doctorate assured
To the one who receives that degree in the end
We salute you, our forever friend.

Community Voices   
Resources

EdD Program Office
DePaul University 
College of Education
2247 N. Halsted Street, Rm 339
Chicago, IL 60614
(773) 325-2155
eddprogram@depaul.edu

Brandon Washington
Doctoral student advisor
bwashin3@depaul.edu
(773) 325-7495

Sophia Neely, M.Ed.
EdD Program Graduate Assistant
sneely3@depaul.edu
(773) 325-2155
COE Room 339

http://education.depaul.edu/Programs/
Departments/DoctoralProgram.asp

Follow the EdD Program Blog
Join the EdD Program Facebook group
Join the EdD Program LinkedIn group
Follow @DePaulEdD on Twitter

Have a creative idea?!
Email Sophia (rhymes with papaya) 
at sneely3@depaul.edu

by Phyllis Gregg

Tecora Rogers Harper lifts us all up 
with a gospel tune to close out the 
2016 EDSA Conference

CHAMPION OF THE BLACK & BROWN 
BODY:  THE POLITICAL PEDAGOGY OF 
DR. STEPHEN HAYMES

Dr. Stephen Haymes is a 22-year veteran of 
the College of Education at DePaul University. 
He is an Associate Professor, Educational 
Policy Studies and Research and teaches 
undergraduate, masters, and doctoral 
philosophy of education courses. Dr. Haymes 
holds a Ph.D. from Miami University and 

other degrees from The Ohio State University 
and the University of Mexico. Many of Dr. 
Haymes’ research interests have to do with 
philosophical anthropology of education, 
human rights, ecology, violence, globalization 
and memory studies. This spring quarter, Dr. 
Haymes’ philosophy of ethics in education 
course involves a careful study of the 
meanings of “politics,” “political,” “democracy” 
and “education.” Students read mostly the 
primary texts of Plato, Hannah Arendt and 
Jacques Rancière, in addition to secondary 
texts. The course encourages students to 
critically investigate the moral, ethical and 
existential consequences of the rise of the 
corporate state in Western Democracies, and 
its impact on the vibrancy of institutions—
specifically, education. Of particular concern, 
in the course, is how politics and democracy 
is managed in Western democracies and the 
consequences of this for human individuality 
and human plurality.  

Dr. Haymes’ SCG 701 course is writing and 
reading intensive and his teaching pedagogy 
includes prepared lectures, class discussion 
and student presentations. Dr. Haymes is 
concerned about the changes in higher 
education generally that he has witnessed 
since the time he was a Ph.D. student over 23 
years ago. While he enjoys teaching incoming 
cohorts of diverse students many of whom 
already work in the field of education, Dr. 
Haymes also reflects back to a time when 
Doctoral programs funded graduate students 
and cohorts were smaller and more intimate, 
allowing greater discourse, writing and 

research experiences for students.
 
Like many COE professors, Dr. Haymes’ research 
and scholarly work is immersive. Students who 
have taken his classes at the doctoral level 
describe him as “intense,” “highly intellectual,” 
and “obviously involved in a large way with 
the contemporary struggles of educational 
reform on the horizon today.” Dr. Haymes is 
especially interested in how black and brown 
bodies are treated in the world of the white 

polity. Dr. Haymes is very transparent when 
it comes to his perspectives on race, class, 
gender, sexuality and hegemonic structures 
and how these categories affect educational 
processes across the country and around the 
world. 
 
Dr. Haymes frequently travels to Colombia, 
South America. He is engaged in ongoing 
ethnographic research and scholarship related 
to the territorial and agro-ecological struggles 
of displaced indigenous and Afro-Colombian 
rural riverine rainforest communities. Much of 
that work focuses on the intersection between 
worldmaking, ecology, and pedagogies of 
work. Dr. Haymes serves on the International 
Ethics Commission of a major Colombian 
Human Rights Organization that accompanies 
displaced indigenous and Afro-Colombian 
subsistence based rural communities. 
Complementing his work in other parts of the 
Americas, Dr. Haymes’ research and scholarship 
is focused on the ontological relationship 
between Afro-Atlantic slaves, their ecologies 
and their building of “black worlds” of joy 
with each other even in the midst of suffering. 
Some of this work will be published as a book 
chapter, “Decolonizing Environmental Ethics: 
Towards a Phenomenological Orientation of 
Slave Ecologies in the New World,” in Racial 
Ecologies, edited by Kim Hester Williams and 
Leilani Nishime by University of Washington 
Press. Dr. Haymes continues to present at 
various conferences on this subject around 
the country.
 
Dr. Haymes has also done extensive work on 

the study of poverty in the U.S., authoring 
a landmark volume with his wife, Dr. Maria 
Vidal de Haymes, Ph.D., who is a professor of 
migration studies in the School of Social Work 
and Director of the Institute for Migration and 
International Social Work at Loyola University 
Chicago. Their book, The Routledge Handbook 
of Poverty in the United States, is considered 
an “authoritative overview of the relationship 
between poverty and the rise of neo-liberal 
capitalism from a context of globalization.”
 
Along with his wife and three children 
(Maceo, Gabi and Nate), Dr. Haymes’ life both 
within and outside of DePaul is full. Maceo is 
a professional musician and band member 
of The Omys, Gabi is a Women and Gender 
studies major at DePaul, and his youngest, 
Nate, attends Jones College Prep. All of 
these experiences contribute to the rich and 
textured nuances that make Dr. Haymes’ 
classes invigorating and highly charged. We 
look forward to more interactions with Dr. 
Haymes and to reading more of his writings 
on the body politic.

EDSA
  join the conversation #EDSAchat

Got ideas? Questions? 
Comments? Advice? 
Suggestions? Feelings?
Photos? Video? Tips?
Stories? Resources?
    => Tweet them to 
@DePaulEdD with the 
hashtag #EDSAchat! 

http://education.depaul.edu/Programs/Departments/DoctoralProgram.asp
http://education.depaul.edu/Programs/Departments/DoctoralProgram.asp
http://www.depauledd.wordpress.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1494991940731886/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6632481/profile
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Photos from the EDSA Conference

Saturday, April 30th, 2016

EDSA President Christina Matuschka 

EdD Program grads Karl Brooks, Ann Frkovich, and Mette Baran

EdD students Emily Kraus, Michio Okamura, and Nozomi Inukai

“Nuts & Bolts” roundtable discussion
2016 Graduate Charemi Jones, EdD

First-year EdD students Julie Parson Nesbitt & Lucia Gonzalez
Lasana Kazembe crushes the keynote

Jacob Gross and Callie Pogge
UCWbL’s Hannah Lee

UCWbL’s Jennifer Finstrom

Vanessa Hein and Rose Akuamoah

Tramell Henderson looking sharp

Diva Tecora Rogers Harper
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Sonia Soltero
Program Coordinator
ssoltero@depaul.edu

Jeffrey Kuzmic
Director, Curriculum Studies
jkuzmic@depaul.edu

Andrea Kayne Kaufman
Director, Educational Leadership
akaufman@depaul.edu

Mojdeh Bayat
Director, Early Childhood Education
mbayat@depaul.edu

Amira Proweller 
Chair, Educational Policy Studies and Research
aprowell@depaul.edu

EdD Program 
Leadership

Congratulations to our 2015-2016 EdD Program Graduates!

Dennis K. Gregory
The Rise of Neoliberalism--A Transrational Analysis: Towards a New Vision of Urban Education

Denitra D. Griffin
The Muted Expert: A Qualitative Study on the Principals’ Perceptions and Experiences of the Current 

Teacher Evaluation System

Charemi A. Jones
In the Service of What? A Phenomenological Exploration of Arican American High School Students’ Self-Efficacy 

in Service Learning

Felicia D. Richardson-McGee
Living Out Faith: Reflections on Motivation for Academic Achievement and Career Choice

Andrew Richard Gibbs
Bridging the Digital Divide: Were Any Divides Bridged?

Anya Niazov
Empowering School Leadership Across Nations: A Comparative Study of Differences Between Leadership Practices and 
Their Relationships with Empowerment Amongst Administrators and Teachers in Eight Large Urban Secondary School 

Districts in the United States and Canada

Felipe Agudelo
Beyond Race: A Quantitative Study of the Discipline Gap Among Predominantly Black High Schools in Chicago
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What an amazing journey the last three 
years have been. I’ve definitely pushed 
myself academically and developed a 
new way of thinking. Beyond all of the 
academic development I’ve achieved, I 
also want to acknowledge another aspect 
of the program, the opportunity to be a 
part of EDSA. I’ve met and connected 
with other doctoral students with whom 
I haven’t had courses. It’s amazing to me 
how a few little suggestions on readings, 
approaches to writing, strategies on how 
to balance my studies, work, and family 
life, and a few words of encouragement 
have helped me stay motivated and even 
at times a little ahead of the game. I’ve 
spoken to quite a few of my colleagues 
that are in or have finished doctoral 
programs recently elsewhere, and they 
are somewhat envious of the opportunity 
to foster community amongst doctoral 
students at DePaul. I’ve said it a few times, 
being in a doctoral program is like taking 
a drink from a fire hydrant. I guess the 
trick is to stay thirsty.

Many people have asked me if I’m 
relieved to be in my last course of the 
program, but the truth surprises them. I 
feel like the real work is about to begin. 
No more weekly required attendance 
from which to gain camaraderie to coach 
me through, to share in the challenges 
of making deadlines and complete the 
readings. It’s now all up to me to put my 
budding scholar hat on and put the work 
in to accomplish my goal. There is power 
in community, and I hope to continue 
engaging with my fellow DePaul doctoral 
students in new and different ways. We 
need each other.

Reflection from outgoing EDSA President and 
doctoral candidate, Christina Matuschka


