
Doctoral courses can provide opportunities 
for creative collaboration with classmates 
and professors, but there are also many other 
ways to connect with the amazing people in 
DePaul’s EdD community.

Attending Brown Bag Lectures, weekly writing 
groups and end-of-the-quarter workshops, 
EDSA meetings, conferences, and other 
campus events helps to keep students at all 
stages of the doctoral journey in touch with 
EdD colleagues, faculty, and staff.  

Thank you to all 40+ students and faculty who 
came to the January Meet & Greet sponsored 
by EDSA. It was a wonderful chance to say 
hi to old friends and meet new ones. In 

addition, any time a bunch of doctoral brains 
get together, great ideas are hatched! Don’t 
hesitate to contact Sophia at sneely3@depaul.
edu with suggestions to build community or 
otherwise support doctoral students. 

When you can’t get to campus, connect 
virtually  via social media. In particular, follow 
@DePaulEdD on Twitter and join our DePaul 
University EdD Program Facebook group. 
You can also subscribe to our blog at https://
depauledd.wordpress.com/ for valuable 
information about events, conferences, 
calls for proposals, job postings, and more. 
There’s also a Newsletter Archive for accessing 
historical information relevant to the EdD 
Program. 

Create, Collaborate, Connect
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Rhonda Stern, Jeannette Srivastava, Donia Almadani, Deniece Rogers,
and Ravi Shah (L to R) discuss their group’s presentation for A&S 801

Michio Okamura, Dr. Kuzmic, Hiba Zakai, Tecora Rogers Harper, and Christina Matuschka
(L to R) are happy to pose for a photo as the EDSA Meet & Greet gets underway
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We have Dr. Gayle Mindes, Professor of  
Education, to thank for helping to create 
DePaul’s EdD Program. She recalls that 
she and the other members of the EdD 
committee envisioned building “teams 
of leaders across the city with a social 
justice agenda to improve the educational 
lives of Chicago’s children and youth.” 
The committee engaged in “cross-college 
dialog” and “created courses and program 
requirements” before drafting a proposal that 
was ultimately approved by the University 
Committee on Curriculum and Programs. 
The College of Education admitted its first 
EdD students in 1998. Now, 18 years later, 
DePaul Doctors of Education serve not only 
in Chicagoland schools but in educational 
settings worldwide. Dr. Mindes is proud of 
the College’s unwavering commitment both 
to social justice and to continual evolution 
in response to shifting regional demands for 
educational leadership.

She enjoys working with EdD students 
both in and out of the classroom. Praising 
doctoral students’ “drive and curiosity,” Dr. 
Mindes says, “I admire the commitment that 
[EdD] students make to the program and 
their research interests.” She often meets 
with students to discuss their research and 
other projects. Assignments for A&S 811, 
which include an action research project, are 
directly connected to the weighty topics of 
assessment and accountability as well as to 
doctoral research. Dr. Mindes also teaches 
Master’s level courses T&L 411 Assessment 
in Early Childhood and T&L 422 Classroom 
Assessment in the Elementary School.

Like many COE graduate students, Dr. Mindes’ 
research interests and career passions grew 
from eye-opening field work experiences. 
As part of an undergraduate course at 

the University of Kansas called Clinical 
Observation of Children with Disabilities, she 
and her classmates traveled 90 minutes each 
way to the KU Medical Center to observe 
children with disabilities. The time flew by 
as they eagerly discussed their observations 
and theories about the children. Dr. Mindes 
says, “This experience led to my desire to 

seek teaching opportunities where the 
challenge was to constantly involve myself in 
problem-solving to meet the needs of those 
whose learning styles are diverse.” She went 
on to earn a Master of Science in Counseling 

and Behavioral Disabilities at the University 
of Wisconsin and a Doctor of Education in 
Curriculum at Loyola University of Chicago, 
with a concentration in Early Childhood 
Education from Erikson Institute.

She continues her work with and on behalf 
of children as a full-time professor in DePaul 
COE’s Early Childhood Education program. 
Just as the EdD Program has evolved to 
meet market demands, the ECE program 
is similarly committed to developing 
leaders in response “to the nationwide 
emphasis on professional development for 
childcare professionals serving in the birth 
to three populations.”   The ECE doctoral 
concentration program was created to 
prepare leaders in higher education and 
social policy agencies; the cohort represents 
this diversity of perspectives.

Undergraduate and master’s students can 
expect to see new elective courses in the 
near future on infant and toddler topics. 
“The courses will provide assistance to Head 
Start and other early childcare programs 
that seek to improve their Quality Rating 
status,” explains Dr. Mindes. She notes that 
Illinois is a leader in the Quality Rating and 
Improvement Systems (QRIS) movement; 
visit http://qrisnetwork.org/ for details. 

Dr. Mindes is the author of Assessing Young 
Children as well as three books on teaching 
social studies in the primary grades. She is 
currently working on a manuscript titled, 
Teaching Young Children with Challenging 
Behavior. She serves on the Board of 
Examiners for the National Council for 
Accreditation of Teacher Education, among 
other professional affiliations. In her leisure 
time,  Dr. Mindes enjoys cooking, stringing 
beads, hiking, and going to plays and art 
exhibits. She seeks out opportunities to 
participate in environmental service projects 
as often as she can.

Faculty Spotlight: Dr. Gayle Mindes

Resources
EdD Program Office
DePaul University 
College of Education
2247 N. Halsted Street, Rm 339
Chicago, IL 60614
(773) 325-2155
eddprogram@depaul.edu

Brandon Washington
Doctoral student advisor
bwashin3@depaul.edu
(773) 325-7495

DJ Marty, M.A.
EdD Program Assistant
dmarty@depaul.edu
COE Room 339

Sophia Neely, M.Ed.
EdD Program Graduate Assistant
sneely3@depaul.edu
COE Room 351

http://education.depaul.edu/Programs/
Departments/DoctoralProgram.asp

Follow the EdD Program Blog
Join the EdD Program Facebook group
Join the EdD Program LinkedIn group
Follow @DePaulEdD on Twitter

Welcome, New EdD Students

Alexandra Cruz
Curriculum Studies

Susan Ejma 
Ed Leadership

Nancy Hashimoto
Early Childhood Education

Alicia Huddleston
Ed Leadership

Jennifer Lee
Curriculum Studies

Callie Pogge
Curriculum Studies

Lawrence Prentice
Ed Leadership

Michael Roberts
Ed Leadership

Audrey Whitson
Ed Leadership

http://qrisnetwork.org/
http://education.depaul.edu/Programs/Departments/DoctoralProgram.asp
http://education.depaul.edu/Programs/Departments/DoctoralProgram.asp
http://www.depauledd.wordpress.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1494991940731886/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6632481/profile
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Staying Connected to the EdD Program

EDSA Events

Nozomi  Inukai, a first-year doctoral student 
in Curriculum Studies, is the assistant for 
DePaul’s newly established Institute for 
Daisaku Ikeda Studies. She previously 
attended two schools founded by Ikeda:  

Kansai Soka High School in Japan and 
Soka University of America. Consequently, 
Nozomi “became deeply interested in the 
philosophical foundation of Soka education, 
which is the lineage of educational 
philosophy from Tsunesaburo Makiguchi 
to Josei Toda, and further articulated by 
Daisaku Ikeda.” 

She taught and developed curriculum at 
an elementary school in California with a 
Japanese/English dual immersion program 
before enrolling at DePaul, the only university 
in the United States to offer courses on 
Makiguchi and Ikeda. Nozomi was eager 
to study with Dr. Jason Goulah, a leading 
scholar in the field. She hopes one day to 
develop an elementary school curriculum 

based on the philosophies of Makiguchi, 
Toda, and Ikeda because they are “rooted in 
humanism and respect for life.” Nozomi urges 
DePaul EdD students to take advantage of 
the Institute’s resources to learn more about 

these three influential Japanese 
thinkers and their broadly 
applicable ideas. She is gratified 
to have met so many DePaul 
students and faculty who share 
her desire and commitment to 
bring about meaningful social 
change in education and the 
larger society. 

To that end, Nozomi has been 
busy in her first few months 
at DePaul. Along with her 
coursework and research, she 
has been transcribing interview 
tapes, cataloguing the Ikeda 

Institute’s reference materials, and assisting 
with Institute projects and event planning. 
She is particularly excited to contribute to 
the field of Soka education by writing about 
some of Josei Toda’s works. She explains, 
“There are [English-language] articles and 
books on Makiguchi and Ikeda, but English 
scholarship on Toda is almost nonexistent.” 
She and Dr. Goulah intend to start a 
discussion group for students and faculty 
interested in reading and discussing selected 
works of Makiguchi, Toda, and Ikeda.

A regular attendee of writing groups, 
lectures, and other COE events, Nozomi 
loves engaging in dialogue with members 
of the DePaul EdD community and with 
visitors to the Ikeda Institute. She is very 

much looking forward to welcoming Kwame 
Anthony Appiah to DePaul’s campus on 
March 29, 2016. Professor Appiah will give 
the second annual Ikeda Lecture: Education 
for Global Citizenship and the Crisis Facing 
Black America. Mark your calendars for what 
promises to be an extraordinary event on 
Tuesday, March 29, 2016 from 6:00–7:30pm 
in Lincoln Park Student Center Room 120 
A&B. For more Institute news, check out 
https://ikedainstitute.wordpress.com/ and 
https://www.facebook.com/ikedainstitute.

Introducing Nozomi Inukai

Dr. Karen Monkman gave the first Brown 
Bag Lecture of the 2015-2016 academic year 
on October 14, 2015. She engaged a full 
classroom of EdD students (as well as adjunct 
professor Dr. Bill Ayers) in a fascinating 
presentation about her experiences doing 
evaluation research in Cambodia. Stay tuned 
for details on upcoming  Februrary Brown 
Bag Lectures by Dr. Ronald Chennault  on 
Obama’s Commencement addresses and  by 
Dr. Beverly Trezek on the impact of summer 
regression and recoupment on deaf learners’ 
math and reading achievement. The lecture 
series is sponsored by EDSA, DePaul’s 
Education Doctoral Student Association.

All doctoral students are invited to EDSA 
meetings; if you cannot attend in person, join 
the conversation on Twitter at #EDSAchat. 
The January 27 meeting was devoted to 
planning the EDSA Conference  (free for EdD 
students!) to be held on April 30, 2016 in the 
Lincoln Park Student Center.

 Learning from Dr. Monkman how to “Keep Focus and Roll with the Unexpected”

Why come to Brown Bag Lectures?

• Engage in discussion of faculty members’ current research projects
• Enhance your understanding of the research process

 » Topics, methodologies, theoretical frameworks, data collection & 
analysis, and more…

• Meet COE faculty and learn about their research interests and styles
• Build a network of potential dissertation committee members
• Envision the arc of your entire doctoral journey

 » From intro classes all the way through to the dissertation defense
• And, of course, come to connect with colleagues and the COE!

  

https://ikedainstitute.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ikedainstitute


Besides being a way to connect with like-
minded peers, writing groups increase 
EdD students’ chances of finishing their 
dissertations and earning the title of Doctor 
of Education. Scholarly writing can be a 
tedious solitary pursuit that requires what Dr. 
Bill Ayers has dubbed the “Discipline of the 
Desk.” One way for DePaul students to hone 
their unique voices in collaboration with 
peers is to participate in EdD writing groups 
facilitated by University Center for Writing-
based Learning (UCWbL) staff.  

Some students try to come weekly whether 
or not they have anything to present for 
feedback; others might drop in to a single 
session in order to work on a specific 
assignment. It is important to note that a 
paper can be presented at any stage—from 
brainstorming to outline to draft to polished 
piece. Authors usually bring five copies of 
their work to distribute, and participants 
agree on the agenda at the start of the 
session. Each author says what they would 
like peers to focus on, shares their piece, and 
the other group members ask questions and 
offer feedback during the fruitful discussion 
that ensues. Then the process is repeated for 
the next author.

Students who have attended EdD writing 
groups find them to be valuable experiences 
for various reasons. Jacob Gross says they 
help him to “not procrastinate.” Nozomi 
Inukai has learned a lot about the dissertation 

process from Melissa Bradford and other 
participants who are at later stages in the 
program. In addition, Nozomi says, “I think 
best when talking to other people.” 
 
Edward Evins, who leads the Thursday group 
with his UCWbL colleague Amber Slater, 
agrees. Defining writing as a “social process,” 
Edward encourages students to come to 
writing groups in order to learn from peers. 
“Lateral communication is invaluable and 
unique,” he says. Amber voices a sentiment 
that many who attend the groups share: 
“I love that we can all talk about writing 
together.”

Participants share a wide array of written 
work from course papers or dissertation 
sections to job applications or grant 
proposals—and everything in between. 
In the fall quarter, Sophia Neely brought in 
multiple drafts of a book review that she 
co-authored with Loyola Pasiewicz and 
Dr. Monkman. Their review was ultimately 
published in Teachers College Record, 
representing a collective victory for all who 
offered feedback throughout the process.

For those students looking for time and 
space to focus on individual writing, EdD 
writing workshops at the end of each quarter 
are great for that purpose. UCWbL staff are 
available to work with students during the 
workshops, held in the Lincoln Park campus 
location (SAC 212), but there is plenty of 

space for independent writing as well. Winter 
Quarter 2016 writing workshop Saturdays 
are set: March 5 and March 12 from 9:00am-
1:00pm.

Anyone interested in working one-on-one 
with a peer tutor should visit the UCWbL 
website to make in-person or online 
appointments: http://condor.depaul.edu/
writing/. Tutors are available at both the 
Lincoln Park and Loop campuses.

The literature suggests that students who 
participate in writing groups earn their 
doctorates in less time with less angst; come 
see for yourself! The Tuesday EdD writing 
group is the most open at this point if you 
can make it:

Tuesdays 5:30-7:00 in COE Room 201,
Thursdays 3:45-5:15 in COE Room 146.

The Collaborative Power of Writing Groups
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Edward Evins at a Fall Q workshop

2247 N. Halsted St. in early winter

Prof. Sonia Soltero
Program Coordinator
ssoltero@depaul.edu

Prof. Jeffrey Kuzmic
Director, Curriculum Studies
jkuzmic@depaul.edu

Prof. Andrea Kaufman
Director, Educational Leadership
akaufman@depaul.edu

Prof. Mojdeh Bayat
Director, Early Childhood Education
mbayat@depaul.edu

Prof. Amira Proweller 
Chair, Educational Policy Studies and Research
aprowell@depaul.edu

EdD Program Leadership

http://condor.depaul.edu/writing/
http://condor.depaul.edu/writing/
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