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Graduates

Dear Doctoral Students,
 
The College of Education and EdD Program hope that this has been 
a productive and promising academic year. The EdD Newsletter is 
a resource and a space for engagement. On the following pages, 
you will find a recap of our early Spring Quarter events, student and 
faculty spotlights, upcoming event information and much more.
 
We hope you will continue to reach out to the EdD Program Office 
with questions, ideas and suggestions. It is with regret that we 
announce that Sophia Neely stepped down from her position as 
EdD Program Assistant. She played an instrumental role in supporting 
the EdD Program, and we thank her for all of her work and wish her 
all of the best in her future endeavors. Inquiries related to the EdD 
Program can be relayed to Karlee Johnson (kjohn140@depaul.
edu) or EdD Graduate Assistant Shanita Bigelow (sbigelow@depaul.
edu). For general inquiries email eddprogram@depaul.edu. We look 
forward to hearing from you, and we wish you the best as you finish 
the academic year.
  
       Sincerely,
       Dr. Sonia Soltero
       Coordinator, EdD Program 
       Chair, Department of Leadership, 
       Language and Curriculum

               David Belden
The University Of Chicago And The Role Of Urban Renewal In The Neighborhoods 

Of Hyde Park And Kenwood

Mark French
Developing Teachers’ Approaches to Students from Poverty

Jumana Khalifeh
Education Policy and Newspapers: A Critical Discourse Analysis

Cynthia Norbeck
What’s Hope Got to do With It? A Narrative Inquiry into the Hope Levels of High 

School Students Diagnosed with Soft Disabilities

Peter Ower
Experiencing the Implementation of New Inquiry Science Curricula

Debora Rintels Weiner
Conceptions of Self, Other and Society: Exploring the Impact of a Social Justice 

for Service-Learning Course on University Students

Staci H. Zake
Gender and Education: A Qualitative Study of Women’s Experiences at Selective 

Women’s Colleges
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Resources

EdD Program Office
DePaul University 

College of Education
2247 N. Halsted Street, Rm 339

Chicago, IL 60614
(773) 325-2155

eddprogram@depaul.edu

Brandon Washington
Doctoral Student  Advisor

bwashin3@depaul.edu
(773) 325-7495

Karlee Johnson
LLC Program Assistant
kjohn140@depaul.edu

(773) 325-4806
COE Room 344

Shanita Bigelow
EdD Graduate Assistant
sbigelow@depaul.edu

COE Room 351

https://education.depaul.edu/
departments/doctoral-program/Pages/

default.aspx

Blog: depauledd.wordpress.com
Join EdD Program Facebook group
Join EdD Program LinkedIn group
Follow @DePaulEdD on Twitter

Have a creative 
idea?! 

Creative ideas 
are welcome!

Faculty Spotlight: Dr. Hilary Conklin
1. What is your educational 
background? 

After starting out pre-med in my 
undergraduate work, some provocative 
coursework in education and a summer 
internship designing educational 
materials at a Children’s Hospital in 
Boston changed my path. I ended 
up with an undergraduate degree in 
education and sociology/anthropology 
from Swarthmore College. I then 
worked in two education-related non-
profit organizations in New York City 
while volunteering in a middle school in 
Harlem. These combined experiences 
made me want to become a teacher, 
so I pursued my M.A.T. at Brown 
University, which certified me to teach 
secondary level social studies. Working 
as a practicing middle school social 
studies teacher, in turn, inspired me to 
pursue my Ph.D. in teacher education. 
I became very curious about different 
pathways through which teachers 
are prepared. I earned my Ph.D. in 
Curriculum and Instruction from the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison under 
the advisement of Dr. Ken Zeichner.

2. Could you describe your 
scholarship?

My primary scholarly interests are in 
teacher preparation and social studies 
education. I have studied various 
pathways through which middle 
grades social studies teachers are 
prepared in an effort to understand 
how middle school teachers come to 
work successfully (or not) with young 
adolescents. My particular interest in 
this area has been how teachers learn 
to capitalize on young adolescents’ 
intellectual capabilities. I have also 
written several pieces with Ken Zeichner 
about research on effective teacher 
education programs. In addition, I have 
written about the pedagogy of teacher 
education—both about my own 
practices as a teacher educator and 
my practices helping doctoral students 
become novice teacher educators. 
Most recently, I have been pursuing 
two collaborative, empirical research 
projects. One is a study of what high 
school students in Chicago public 
schools learn from an action civics 
curriculum aimed at reducing the civic 

opportunity 
gap (with 
DePaul political 
scientist Molly 
Andolina). The 
other is a study 
of what teachers 
learn from two 
overlapping 
preparation 
pathways—a one-
year residency 
program and a 
two-year university-based program—
and how these different preparations 
shape first year teachers’ practices 
in Chicago secondary schools (with 
Lauren Gatti and Kavita Kapadia 
Matsko).

3. What matters most to you in the realm 
of education?

I am very concerned about and 
committed to addressing the deep 
educational inequities in our society; 
studying abroad in Kenya as a junior 
in college shaped my belief that 
education is truly a force for greater 
potential justice in society. Much of my 
work as a teacher educator is targeted 
at helping novice teachers learn 
how to capitalize on young people’s 
tremendous potential—especially those 
young people who have been least 
served by our current structures—and 
use their teaching practices to further 
justice in society. I believe strongly in 
the democratic potential of public 
education. Although we have a ways to 
go in fully realizing this potential, public 
education is worth our investment and 
commitment.

4. What do you enjoy about being a 
professor?

I love the opportunity to pursue both 
research and teaching, and I love the 
ways that they inform each other. The 
insights I gain from studying a curriculum 
in action in classrooms shape how 
I approach my work as a teacher 
educator, just as my work as a teacher 
educator helps me understand the 
research I do with novice teachers. Of 
course, I also love the process of working 
with students, supporting them, and 
helping them see things in new ways.

“Education is 
truly a force for 
greater potential 

justice in 
society.”Faculty Spotlight continued, p. 5
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EdD Voices   

EDSA
   join the conversation 

Got ideas? Questions? 
Comments? Advice? 
Suggestions? Feelings?
Photos? Video? Tips?
Stories? Resources?
    => Tweet them to 

@DePaulEdD with 
#EDSAchat! 

facebook
           depauledd.wordpress.com

 
  H o n g j i ( H u m p h r e y ) 

Wang is a first-year EdD 
student concentrating in 
Educational Leadership. 
Originally from China, 
Hongji has always wanted 
to study in a foreign 
country. Now he is living 
his dream. When asked 
why he chose DePaul 
University, he said, “Three 
years ago I traveled to 
Chicago and fell in love 
with this beautiful city. I 

said, ‘This is it! I want to study here!’” DePaul’s 
reputation and diverse student body were also 
deciding factors. 

  While only in his first year, Hongji knows 
he wants to focus on international education. 
When his time in the program comes to an end, 
he hopes “…to work in international education 
programs for international students such as the 
Office for International Students and Scholar 
Services at DePaul.” He continued, “I was 
nervous about studying abroad and being far 
way from my family when I first came to America. 
I overcame that fear with help from my friends 
and professors. I admire the patience they have 
shown and hard work they have done while 
helping me, so I hope I can carry out the same 
role after I graduate.”

  In addition to learning about and from 
other cultures, Hongji is a painter. He is enjoying 
his time in the program, but acknowledges and 
appreciates the challenges it presents:

 Since I have no teaching experience  
 and educational background knowledge 
 in America, I was a little bit afraid of 
 getting a doctorate degree in education,  
 but my professors are very helpful 
 and willing to communicate with me  
 regarding my learning progress. They 
 help me defeat difficulties in expressing 
 and exchanging ideas. The friendliness 
 and helpfulness of people in the College of 
 Education make me believe that I made 
 the right choice to join this program.

He also has some advice for new(er) EdD students:

 If you are a new EdD student, I suggest 
 you talk to professors as much as possible. 
 It can help you learn about the courses,   

and it can also assist you with discovering  
 new topics and research interests. 
 International students...should not be   
 afraid of a lack of background 
 knowledge. Just be brave and share your 
 knowledge with your colleagues. One of 
 my good friends often encourages me 
 and tells me that “your unique 
 understanding is what we want to 
 hear!”

EdD News wants to thank Hongji for his 
time and participation. We’d also like to 
invite you share your story. If interested, 

send a request for more information to 
eddprogram@depaul.edu.



4

2017 EDSA Conference:
Accountability and Resistance

The 2017 EdD Conference, “Accountability & 
Resistance: Pushing Back Against Hegemonic 
Discourses,” was held Saturday, April 8 on 
DePaul’s Liconcoln Park Campus. Participants, 
students from all stages of the program, gathered 
for a day of learning, sharing and networking. 

Faculty-led Breakout Sessions:
The faculty-led breakout sessions included: 
“Key Critical Thinking Steps for Developing an 
Educational Philosophy” with Dr. Leodis Scott, 
“Doctorate as Float Trip: (Re)exploring the 
Journey to EdD” with Dr. Ann Frkovich, and “On 
Being Accountable to Each Other: Dialogue and 
Co-creation of Value” with Dr. Gonzalo Obelleiro 
and Dr. Jason Goulah. Each session highlighted 

key aspects of the EdD Program and process, 
from its practical functions (inside and outside of 
the classroom) to the community it fosters.

Life After the Doctorate Alumni Panel: 
The alumni panel featured six accomplished and  
knowledgeable former and present students. 
Whether  several years past the doctorate 
program or having just defended their dissertation, 
the experiences shared and encouragement 
given provided various views of what the EdD 
Program offers and how the doctorate can be 
utilized after its completion. Their overall message 
was honest and heartening: “life happens” and 
“create the community support you need and 
want.”

Images (left to right): (1) Current EdD students enjoying conversation and the complimentary breakfast, 
(2) Keynote speaker Crystal Laura, (3) Alumini panel member in conversation with a current EdD student, (4) 
Alumni panel sharing their personal experiences in the program, and (5) Current EDSA officers (thank you!).

Keynote: Crystal Laura, author, educator and 
activist, provided a careful and succint look at 
the travesty that is the school to prison pipeline. 
She unpacked what that means, concretely, for 
individual lives and communities; she stressed 
the importance of education and educators 
in working to dismantle it. She also provided 
ten action steps to ensure that each individual 
devoted to this task is not only well-equipped, but 
also incredibly prepared for the challenging work 
ahead. The first step is “Strengthen your core.” Two 
key questions were proposed: (1) What is at your 

core (as a person, as an educator--what are you 
passionate about)? and (2) Could you describe 
your core commitment in one sentence? 

In defining and clarifying key terms like 
the differences between restorative and 
transformative  justice, Laura provided an in 
depth look into this issue, asking “what is it, and 
how can we name it,” while also offering practical 
steps to address it. What is your core educational 
commitment?



          

5. What challenges do you face in your professional life?

There is, of course, always too little time and too much 
to do!  There are always more opportunities and projects 
than time. I am always working to find personal and 
professional balance.

6. What university, college, or department initiatives are 
you working on?

Since 2011, Dr. Mindy Kalchman (Deoartment of Teacher 
Education) and I co-led the development of DePaul’s 
new middle grades teacher preparation program; we 
enrolled the first students in the program this past fall 
(2016). In addition, I chair the University Committee on 
Research Policy. In that role, I’ve been working to find 
ways to bolster the supports available for faculty to 
conduct research at DePaul.

7. What do you appreciate about teaching and/or 
advising doctoral students? What do you hope to help 
them learn? What advice do you have for them as the 
academic year nears its end?

I enjoy learning about the incredibly rich and varied 
experiences our doctoral students bring to their studies; 
our doctoral students are doing so many interesting, 

amazing things!  I hope to help them learn how to 
evaluate research and other literature they read 
and learn what high quality scholarship looks like. The 
advice I often give doctoral students is to pursue a 
dissertation topic they are passionate about; gain clarity 
in their goals for their degree; and use all of their course 
experiences strategically to work on things that will help 
them move forward in their degree. Also, I encourage 
doctoral students to stay focused on their immediate 
end goal (completion of the doctoral degree!). If they 
find themselves distracted by other exciting topics and 
possibilities, write down what they are, make a file labeled 
“post-degree projects,” and then get back to the work 
they are supposed to be doing now!

8. When you’re not working on research or teaching, what 
do you like to do?

I like to spend as much time as possible with my husband 
and 7-year old daughter. I love being outside, and I walk, 
play Frisbee, and bike whenever I can. Summer picnics 
by the lake and trips to the Art Institute, Lincoln Park 
Zoo, Chicago Symphony Orchestra, Chicago Botanic 
Garden, and Museum of Science and Industry are other 
family favorites. I also love to garden, cook, paint (mostly 
watercolor), make jewelry, sew, do other crafty projects, 
and occasionally resurrect my piano-playing skills.
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Dr. Lewis R. Gordon on Neo-Fascism

Dr. Stephen Haymes introduced renowned 
thinker, philosopher, and educator, Dr. Lewis R. 
Gordon with these sentiments: “Resistance begins 
by naming what exists.” What is Neo-fascism? 
What are the conditions that perpetuate what 
appears to some as a legcy of  inequity and to 
others as tradition? These were just some of the 
questions posed and explicated. The talk was 
relevatory and profound, but rather than attempt 
to summarize it, here are some insights gained by 
third yea EdD student Dimitra Georgouses: 

“I found Lewis R. Gordon’s talk to be awe-inspiring. 
He was able to meticulously and fluidly explain 
the concepts of post-structuralism including post-
conservatism and post-modernism. He had a way 
of explaining ‘hot topics’ that we never really flush 
out. He started simply and elevated his talk so we 
could follow and learn along the way.

I particularly enjoyed how he went through 
what neo-liberalism means. He explained that 
traditionally liberalism was the belief in malleability, 
the opening of possibilities and liberties. Today, 
post-liberalism is still connected to civil liberties, 
but because it is so focused on ‘individualism,’ 
it does not address the issues of the ‘group.’ The 
group being any race/gender/ethnicity, etc. that 
we lump together: women, African-Americans, 
LGBTQ, etc.

He juxtaposed neo-liberalism 
by going through post-
conservatism. Where liberalism 
is focused on the individual, 
neo-conservatism is on the 
opposite end of the spectrum 
focusing on ‘groups.’ Because 
neo-conservatism is so focused 
on groups, it is easier to take 
away liberties from individuals 
that are part of the group.

Essentially, I learned that 
post-anything is simply saying 
that you are publicly against 
something, yet still continue 
to perpetuate it. In essence, 
we need to sit back, reflect 
and thoroughly sort out what 
these ‘fancy-shmansey’ 
words mean as Gordon did.

Dimitra Georgouses is a third-year EdD student 
concentrating in Curriculum Studies. Her research 
interest lies at the intersection between curriculum, 
education and the Diaspora - particularly the 
Greek Diaspora.

“Power is 
the ability to 
make things 

happen...
Laws should 
empower.”
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Professor Sonia Soltero
Program Coordinator
ssoltero@depaul.edu

Professor Joseph Gardner
Director, Curriculum Studies
joby.gardner@depaul.edu

Professor Andrea Kayne
Director, Educational Leadership
andrea.kayne@depaul.edu

Professor Mojdeh Bayat
Director, Early Childhood Education
mbayat@depaul.edu

Professor Amira Proweller 
Chair, Educational Policy Studies and 
Research 
aprowell@depaul.edu

EdD Program 
Leadership

DePaul EdD Spring 2017 Newsletter

IASB Three-day  
Internship

Application 
Deadline:

June 5, 2017

For more information,
visit 

www.iasb.com/
jac17

For an electronic copy 
of the application, visit 
the EdD Blog or email 

eddprogram@depaul.edu

Writing Group/Workshops: Every Thursday from 3:45pm-5:15pm 
in COE 247. Writing Workshops will be held Saturday, May 27 and 
Saturday, June 3 from 10:00am-2:00pm in SAC 212.

2017 Ikeda Lecture: Re-Mixing Borders--Education & the Global 
Solidarity of Hip-Hop: Tuesday, May 16 at 6:00pm in the Lincoln Park 
Student Center (room 120).

Registration for Autumn Quarter 2017 began Thursday, April 27. Check 
Campus Connect for your specific registration date and time.

End-of-year Celebration: Friday, June 2nd at 5:30pm at Fiesta 
Mexicana (2423 N Lincoln Ave). Get ready!

COE Commencement Ceremony: Saturday, June 10 at 8:30am at 
the Rosemont Theater.

Stay Tuned! There’s more coming your way! Faculty Interest & Expertise 
Guide! “DePaul EdD: The Scholar Awakens” opening this June!


