
In early February, Dr. Bayat shared with Ed. D. students the results of a qualitative 

ethnographic investigation regarding the ritual abandonment of children with 

intellectual disability in West Africa. She walked us through her research, offering 

insight on the process of identifying a topic and research questions, her choice of 

methodology and methods, and the results of her study. 

She answered questions about conducting research in 

other countries, dealing with one‟s situatedness, and 

ethical issues that can arise. Many attendees expressed an 

appreciation for how meaningful the topic was, as for the 

way the presentation illustrated the research process. Dr. 

Bayat‟s research appears in the Journal of Intellectual 

Disability Research, DOI: 10.1111/jir.12118 . 

ECE Program Director Dr. Mojdeh Bayat Shares Recent Ethnographic Research on West 

African “Snake Children” 
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SAVE THE DATE: EDSA Events 
BROWN BAG LECTURES 

Our next Faculty Brown Bag Lecture is scheduled for Wednesday, February 26 at 

4:15 PM in COE Room 260 with Dr. Jason Goulah. A Brown Bag lecture is a more infor-

mal way to meet DePaul faculty and learn about their research. Look for additional brown 

bag lectures with Dr. Saltman, Dr. Soltero, and Dr. Kuzmic to be announced soon! 

EDSA CONFERENCE ~ APRIL 12, 2014  

Our annual conference will take place in the DePaul Student Center. The theme is 

“Perspectives on the Doctoral Journey.” We plan to have panel presentations on 

the doctoral process from beginning to end, as well as life after a doctoral program, with 

graduates in education research and in education leadership. Watch for an email regarding 

proposal submissions for paper presentations, poster sessions and “work-in-progress” 

workshops. 

TBD ~ SUMMER WRITING WORKSHOPS 

Workshops are in the planning stages that will cover both basic and advanced dissertation 

writing skills, as well as e-portfolio development. Stay tuned for more information.  

Stay in touch by subscribing to the Ed.D. blog at http://depauledd.wordpress.com/. 
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S P E C I A L  

P O I N T S  O F  

I N T E R E S T :  

E.D.S.A. 

Conference 

scheduled for 

Saturday, 

April 12. 

Don’t forget 

to register 

for Spring 

Quarter! 

Next Brown 

Bag Lecture 

Wednesday, 

February 26. 

2014 Brown Bag Faculty Lecture Series Begins 

http://depauledd.wordpress.com/
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The DOs and DON’Ts of Presenting 
By Rhonda Stern, DePaul EDD Student 

Wondering whether you are ready to present at an academic  
conference?  Stop fretting.  Most likely, you are.   ―Relax,‖ was the message 
from Brian Gilbert.   ―If you prepare adequately, the research will speak 
for itself.‖ 

Gilbert attended the AESA conference last December with Melissa 
Bradford, Heather Summers, and Deborah Rintels Weiner. Brian 
presented a paper on ―Racing tradition: Catholic schools and the maintenance of 
boundaries‖, and Deborah, Melissa and Heather’s research and presentation on ―Explicating 
Dialogue in Theory and Practice‖ came out of class work done in CS794 with Dr. Goulah.  
With the hope of encouraging others in our doctoral program to present at conferences, these 
students came up with some recommendations: 

Do:  Collaborate with a faculty sponsor. 

Dr. Goulah supported the dialogue group’s work.  In fact, Heather mentioned that organizers 
of the conference were very interested in the presentation because of Dr. Goulah’s strong 
reputation.   Another benefit--the faculty sponsor may be familiar with the conference 
format, may have suggestions about how to craft a submission or navigate the conference, 
and most likely will have some valuable tips on the particulars of the presentation, i.e., 
managing time. 

Do:  Pay attention to the conference format.   

At this particular conference, presenters rarely prepare a formal presentation; they typically 
read from their papers.   In fact, organizers often group papers thematically.  As Melissa 
observed, ―it was interesting to see who they put together and how the panelists converge and 
diverge.‖  Brian agreed, remarking on the support and collegiality:  ―I enjoyed the 
opportunity to speak with academics from around the country to learn about their research 
and have them critique my research.‖ 

Do:  Craft a detailed and informative title. 

The title should be a gateway to your presentation.  Make it detailed and meaningful.   This is 
critical because this particular conference did not provide extra background about the 

presentations, i.e., list descriptions or 
abstracts.  Attendees at the conference 
decided to attend a presentation solely on 
the title. 

Do:  Arrive the day before. 

It helps to see the room in which the 
presentation will be made.  Also, as 



presentations are always evolving, there is time to make last 
minute changes to the presentation and print any new 
material. 

But, take note… 

Don’t:  expect a standing room only crowd.  The AESA 
conference was ―intimate, a great starter conference,‖ according to Heather.  Though the group 
prepared a power point that helped coalesce key points and thoughts, they elected not to present it.  
With a small number of attendees, the DePaul 4 capitalized on opportunities to work with partners 
and stimulate dialogue.  Heather believes that this process was highly beneficial:  ―the meat 
happened in conversation‖ and the dialogue was ―transformative.‖ 

Don’t: buy any books until they are set aside for a special sale.  According to Melissa, ―books are 
heavily discounted and graduate students get first crack at them.‖ 

Don’t: be a couch potato:  Try presenting!  Besides meeting new people, these DePaul presenters 
had a great time hanging out. 

Conclusion:  Presenting at a conference is not as daunting as it appears.  Thanks so much to 
Deborah, Brian, Heather and Melissa for these great pointers! 
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DOs and DON’Ts continued... 

Rhonda is an educational consultant and writes a blog called Gifted Matters 
at http://www.chicagonow.com/gifted-matters/. 

Student Spotlight: EDSA President Samuel Graham 
This begins a series of articles highlighting DePaul EDD students. 

If you see Education Leadership doctoral student Samuel Graham walking down the 
street in a beautifully designed, military-inspired overcoat, chances are he designed it 
himself. Sam grew up surrounded by family with a wide variety of interests, including 
fashion, entertainment and entrepreneurialism. Sam is not only an accomplished fashion 
designer, he is also a licensed life coach. In addition, he received his master’s degree in 
education from DePaul and he has extensive experience in higher education 
administration in Illinois and California. 

Sam explains that it was a natural evolution for him to begin a 
lifestyle consulting business that combined his many talents and 
interests. He consults for families who are looking for assistance 
in navigating the high school and college admissions process, but 
also those seeking fashion, image and career consultations as 
well. Sam hopes to open a school some day. His research 
interests include mentoring programs for high school students, 
and he even hosts a Chicago radio show on Fridays from 3—5 
PM! Find out more about Sam at http://easytolive.com/  and 
www.thelifestylemaverick.wordpress.com 

http://www.chicagonow.com/gifted-matters/
http://easytolive.com/
http://www.thelifestylemaverick.wordpress.com


The “So What” Question 
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By Melissa Bradford and Roberto Torres 

You‟ve been thinking about your dissertation topic for some time now. You are passionate about the topic; perhaps 

you have a lived experience that you wish to share. You‟ve fine-tuned your research question, done your lit review, 

and think you‟re finally getting there. You share your work-in-progress with a professor, who responds by saying, “So 

what?” Stopped in your tracks, you go home, tail between your legs, wondering if you belong in a doctoral program. 

I (Melissa) recently faced a “So what?” question as I spoke with my advisor about my research idea. “Why do you need 

this theory to investigate this setting? Why do you need this setting to talk about this theory? So what?” Surprised by 

his questions, I left his office asking myself, “What does this mean? I thought I was onto something. I thought he 

approved of my research idea. What do I do now?”  

But I kept thinking about his questions, and slowly, I started formulating answers to them 

in my mind. Why do I need this theory for this setting? Why do I need this setting to 

apply this theory? As I mulled over these questions, I developed new ways of articulating 

the logic behind doing the research in the way that I wanted to do it. It dawned on my 

the my advisor hadn‟t asked me those questions because he thought my ideas were not 

good or I was on the wrong track. He was pushing my thinking so that I could formulate 

the rationale for my research. Aha! 

 Shortly after this, some of us were meeting in a small group in one of the doctoral 

classes, trying to refine our research problem and questions. As 

we were grappling with our various frustrations, our professor 

joined us. One of our group members voiced his concerns about how he was having difficulty 

articulating his passion and enthusiasm for his topic and oftentimes wrote under the 

assumption that others shared his passion.  As he shared his research question, the professor 

asked, "So what?" She then began to explain how important it was to make others feel that 

same passion through both research and writing. "Make me feel what you feel.  Make me see 

what you see." She elaborated, “I don‟t ask ‟so what‟ because your research question is a 

stupid one. I ask because you need to answer it; you need to tell me why it is of value to the 

larger scholarly community. Why should more people should be interested in this? Look at 

the ways in which, drawing from the literature, you can answer „so what?‟. Build an argument 

that this question is worth paying attention to because it has the potential to give meaningful 

information.” Needless to say, our small group felt our eyes were opened through this 

exchange, and renewed our determination to be able to answer if we are asked, “So what?” 

Are you making the most of the resources available to you here at DePaul? Check out the 

following links: 

For programs, advocacy and services like professional development funding, check out 

DePaul‟s Adult, Veteran and Commuter Student Services. 

For up to three hours per week of free writing support, including online consultations, set up an 

appointment with the University Center for Writing-Based Learning.  

For e-portfolios through Digication and much more, see the Center for Educational Technology.  

Subscribe to the DePaul EDD program blog. Join our new LinkedIn Group. 

Like the Leadership, Language and Curriculum Facebook Page. 

Roberto, Corey, Rhonda and 

Melissa 

Useful Resources for DePaul EDD Students 

Vincentian 

Identity 

DePaul University 

emphasizes the 

development of a 

full range of 

human capabilities 

and appreciation 

of higher 

education as a 

means to engage 

cultural, social, 

religious, and 

ethical values in 

service to others.  

http://studentaffairs.depaul.edu/adultstudentservices/index.html
http://condor.depaul.edu/writing/
http://education.depaul.edu/About/CentersAndInitiatives/Center_for_Education5.asp
http://www.depauledd.wordpress.com
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/DePaul-University-Education-Doctoral-Program-6632481/about?report%2Esuccess=KjFLlLJhba36540iO_B_mguciGht5x7ZofV8OHvlwGPedh6cPJ2r32vcafqJ3ZwVWHlyXflcw4dqAa6AWlZBVtQIru22zo8AQdYyf4BARpHJfN3qZJbils6lwTdgzo7qWF2rATDVas0UlLy-KJ-rl
https://www.facebook.com/LLCDEPAUL
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2014 Upcoming Academic Conferences 
Ethnography in Education Research Forum                         February 28 – March 1, 2014 

Location: Philadelphia, PA                                         Link: http://www.gse.upenn.edu/cue/forum 

 

Comparative & International Education Society Conference           March 10-15, 2014 

Location: Toronto, Canada                                                                Link: http://www.cies.us/2014/ 

 

Illinois Reading Council                                                                                 March 13-15, 2014 

Location: Springfield, IL              Link: http://www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org/conference.html 

 

16th Annual Chicago Ethnography Conference                                             March 15, 2014 

Location: Evanston, IL                                      Link: http://chicagoethnography.wordpress.com/ 

 

American Educational Research Association (AERA)                               April 3-7, 2014 

Location: Philadelphia, PA                Link: http://www.aera.net/EventsMeetings/tabid/10063/
Default.aspx   

 

ACEI’s Global Summit on Childhood                                                            April 10-13, 2014 

Location: Vancouver, BC, Canada              Link: http://acei.org/programs-events/summit.html 

 

National Council of Teaching of Mathematics Conference                   April 17-19, 2014 

Location: New Orleans, LA                                    Link: http://www.nctm.org/meetings/#2014rc 

 

Phi Beta Delta Honor Society                                                                           April 10-11, 2014 

Location: Houston, TX                                    Link: http://www.phibetadelta.org/conference.php 

 

10th Annual International Congress of Qualitative Inquiry               May 21 – 24, 2014 

Location: University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign                            Link: http://www.icqi.org/ 

 

National Conference on Race and Ethnicity in                                          May 27—May 31  

American Higher Education 

Location: Indianapolis, IN                                                       Link: https://www.ncore.ou.edu/en/ 

 

Critical Race Studies in Education                                                          May 30 – June 1, 2013 

Location: Nashville, TN                                                                    Link: http://www.crseassoc.org/ 

http://www.gse.upenn.edu/cue/forum
http://www.cies.us/2014/
http://www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org/conference.html
http://chicagoethnography.wordpress.com/
http://www.aera.net/EventsMeetings/tabid/10063/Default.aspx
http://www.aera.net/EventsMeetings/tabid/10063/Default.aspx
http://acei.org/programs-events/summit.html
http://www.nctm.org/meetings/#2014rc
http://www.phibetadelta.org/conference.php
http://www.icqi.org/
https://www.ncore.ou.edu/en/
http://www.crseassoc.org/


Ed.D. Program Contact Information 

We’re on the web! 

www.depauledd.wordpress.com 

Program Administrator Prof. Sonia Soltero 

COE 347                                773-325-4788 

ssoltero@depaul.edu 
Director, Curriculum 
Studies Concentration 

Prof. Joseph Gardner 

COE 325                                773-325-4528 

jgardne3@depaul.edu 
Director, Early 
Childhood Education 
Concentration 

Prof. Mojdeh Bayat 

COE 319                                 773-325-1687 

mbayat@depaul.edu 
Director, Educational 
Leadership 
Concentration 

  Prof. Andrea Kayne Kaufman 

  COE 355                                 773-325-7661 

  akaufman@depaul.edu 
Academic Advisor   Maisie Yang 

  COE 150                                773-325-5233 

  myang17@depaul.edu 

Program Assistant   Karlee Johnson 

  COE 339                                773-325-2155 

Kjohn140@depaul.edu 
Program Graduate 
Assistant 

  Melissa Bradford 

  COE 339                                773-325-2155 

  mbradfo5@depaul.edu 
General Inquiries   eddprogram@depaul.edu 

ACADEMIC CONFERENCE 

  DUE 

DATE 

The American Educational Studies Association (AESA) & The International              

Association of Intercultural Education (IAIE) Conference 

Toronto, Canada                                                                                 10/29 - 11/2/14 4/15/14 

Organization of Educational Historians (OEH) Conference 

Chicago, IL                                                                                            9/26 - 9/27/14 4/4/14 

History of Education Society (HES) 

Indianapolis, IN                                                                                     11/5 - 11/9/14 3/3/14 

American Anthropology Association’s (AAA)  Annual Meeting 

Washington D.C.                                                                                  12/3 - 12/5/14 4/15/14 

Proposal Submission Due Dates 

EDD Program Assistant 

Karlee Johnson 

mailto:ssoltero@depaul.edu
mailto:jgardne3@depaul.edu
mailto:mbayat@depaul.edu
mailto:akaufman@depaul.edu
mailto:myang17@depaul.edu
mailto:Kjohn140@depaul.edu
mailto:mbradfo5@depaul.edu
mailto:eddprogram@depaul.edu


From DePaul Magazine, Fall 2013 ~ a story on one of the EDD program graduates. 


