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ory, and feminist ethics and 
research method, and it 
changed awareness of my po-
sition in the web of life.  It has 
led me to curriculum history as 
a focus.  Productive transfor-
mational steps on the journey 
define it more than just as 
accreditation, wonderful 
though that is. Being “Doctor” 
is good; but the doctorate veri-
fies possessing research skills, 
which are the real opportunity. 
The DePaul Ed.D. is not 
about dead letters; it is a living 
experience. The degree repre-
sents a journey through life. 

(Continued on page 3) 

 

 

 My doctoral journey took 
seven years part-time. I teach 
and advise at the School for 
New Learning in the Loop, 
DePaul’s college of adult edu-
cation. A year ago, April 23, 
2004, I had my Final Disserta-
tion Defense and then gradu-
ated with my Ed.D. in Cur-
riculum Studies from the 
School of Education.  My de-
gree has opened opportunities 
particularly in terms of holistic 
understanding and application 
of continuingly developing 
skills to practice in adult edu-
cation.  Opportunity has been 
consistently inherent within 
the transformational learning 
for my degree.  Simply I never 
had to wait to receive the de-
gree to receive return on the 

investment of study.  
Throughout doctoral course-
work and dissertation I can 
track development of teaching 
and advising skills which en-
hanced the whole ongoing 
process. Opportunities to de-
velop opened as I did the de-
gree. That is one reason why 
my experience was so positive.  
Opportunities came on the 
journey, not only at the desti-
nation. During my degree I 
taught in Hong Kong. I re-
ceived positive feedback at 
Oxford University. I devel-
oped a new sense of self as 
researcher and potential writer.  
I developed new courses in 
Western Film and Film Noir. 
Doctoral study opened up 
postmodernism, critical the-

Transformational Opportunities by Warren Scheideman 

From the Ed.D. Program Coordinator 
Peter Pereira 

Welcome back to DePaul. I 
trust that it was both a relax-
ing and productive summer 
for you and that you are 
rested and ready for the quar-
ter ahead. As you can see 
from this Newsletter, we have 
big plans for the year ahead. 
With your help, we can ac-
complish them. Most of all, 
my hope is that we can de-
velop a challenging yet sup-
portive climate that will enable 
u s  a l l  t o  l e a r n . 

As you probably already know, 
there is still an Ed.D. office 
although it has moved upstairs 
to SAC 460. It will be open in 
the afternoons (Mondays 
through Thursdays) until just 
before evening classes begin. In 
addition, we have established a 
lounge area just around the 
corner at the south end of the 
building where doctoral stu-
dents can meet, relax, and enjoy 
conversation before evening 
classes begin. Stop by whenever 

you can. The more this space 
gets used, the more it will cre-
ate an effective argument for 
increased space next year. 
My office is still on the third 
floor in SAC 385. Most after-
noons you can find me either 
there or upstairs. If you have 
questions or concerns or just 
want to chat, do not hesitate 
to drop by. Together we can 
make this a successful year for 
all. 
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Doctoral Seminar Series and Plans for the Future!        
Anne-Bernadette Weiner 

Welcome back to DePaul! We are introduc-
ing a seminar series, and need your feed-
back. We will be inviting experts to lead 
discussions. They will be educational leaders 
able to add to our knowledge and to spark 
debate. In some cases, they could become 
mentors or at least help to establish an on-
going dialogue.  

We need your input concerning three issues: 
• What format would be most useful to 

you? We could create  a combination of 
lectures, group discussion, and individ-
ual meetings for students particularly 
interested in the topic at hand.  

• When could we meet? Meeting times 
are always difficult to select because we 
are all so busy. Would you be willing to 

come in on a Friday afternoon or a 
Saturday? Could you get here a little 
early, so the seminars could end before 
evening classes begin? 

• What topics would be of interest? Top-
ics suggested range from issues in 
higher education to curriculum and 
educational leadership. What topics 
would motivate you to come in early?! 

 
Finally, if there are local educational leaders 
you feel would be of interest to your fellow 
doctoral students, please let us know. 

*** 
Last spring we promised you a Black Board 
Site. The paperwork and planning have been 
completed, and we just need to finish orga-
nizing the site. Once again, please let Tyler 

Kahdeman and Anne-Bernadette Weiner 
know if you could help with this! The link to 

the site will pop up on your own Black 
Board page. Please make sure you have up-
dated your information on Campus Con-

nect, otherwise you will receive neither the 
newsletter nor be connected to the BB site!!! 

*** 
Our next EDSA meeting will be on Septem-
ber 28 from 4-5:15pm in SAC 359. Please 
join us and find out how you can contribute 
to the program and to the newsletter! 

One of the initial challenges of the disserta-
tion writing process was the realization that 
once classes were completed, a significant 
external structure was missing. The structure 
of attending class several nights a week, a 
syllabus outlining expectations for an eleven 
week period of time, and specific readings 
and assignments with assigned dates facili-
tated the completion of course expectations. 

 To continue to move forward with the 
process of writing my proposal and ulti-
mately the dissertation, it was necessary to 
create a new structure. Without such a struc-
ture it was difficult to continue to make 
timely progress. The first step in creating my 
structure was determining a timeline. I es-
tablished the date by which I hoped to de-
fend my dissertation and worked backwards 
determining the date by which I hoped to 

complete the proposal, defend it, go through 
the IRB process, collect and analyze data, 
and complete the writing process. I then 
established a weekly schedule that would 
support this goal. Lest, this process sound 
simple, I found that I had to revise this 
timeline numerous times. I tended to under-
estimate the amount of time each part of the 
process would take and how much I could 
accomplish. There were also the sometimes 
unexpected detours when life events or 
work demands interfered with the antici-
pated timeframe. Even so, having a schedule 
was essential to keeping me on track.Vince 
Cyboran spoke of the importance of a sup-
port group in an earlier issue of this newslet-
ter, so I will not elaborate on the role this 
group played in keeping me on schedule 
other than to say that it was invaluable. 
There were times when knowing we were 

going to meet in another week helped me to 
push through a difficult time, so that I could 
discuss my progress or challenges with this 
group. 

I found that it was important to set aside at 
least 3 hours at a time to write. I did my best 
writing when I devoted the better part of a 
day to it. Knowing in advance that I would 
do so allowed me to more easily set aside 
other life demands and start with a clear 
head.  

While I could read literature, check refer-
ences for accuracy of APA format, or some-
times analyze data during shorter time peri-
ods, spending less than three hours writing 
was unproductive. 

(Continued on page 3) 

The Writing Process     by Colleen Reardon 

Join Phi Delta Kappa International, The Professional Association in Education! 

  
PDK is a professional association that welcomes all educators: pre-K through16, teachers, principals, curriculum directors, superintendents, professors, and stu-

dents. Besides receiving the professional journal Kappan, professional seminars, scholarships, and study tours are available! The PDK website contains interesting 
information, for instance, “The results from the 37th Annual PDK/Gallup Poll of the Public's Attitudes Toward the Public Schools … For almost four dec-
ades, this public opinion poll has helped shape policy initiatives and strategies for improving public schools. Find complete poll results at www.pdkintl.org” 

Please contact Phi Delta Kappan at:  http://www.pdkintl.org 

If you have any questions, the faculty contacts are Dr. Tony Dosen, and Dr. Joan Lakebrink, Chair of Leadership in Education.  
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Setting both long and  short term goals was essential… 
 By Colleen Reardon 

(Continued from page 2)  

When I sat down to write, I would begin by reviewing what I had 
worked on in my previous writing session and then make the deci-
sion to revise or move forward. I found that at times, my thoughts 
flowed smoothly; at other times it seemed that I could not put two 
sentences together in a coherent way. Pushing through these times 
was essential. I used a combination of strategies during these times. 
A particular set of music helped me focus, I made sure my writing 
space was clear, I sketched out ideas using colored pencils, or 
forced myself to write for 20 minutes without stopping, just to get 
the ideas flowing. 

Looking back, several factors contributed to the successful comple-
tion of the dissertation process. Setting both long and short term 
goals was essential. Meeting regularly with a peer group facilitated 
meeting these goals and provided support during difficult times. 
Finally, setting up a weekly schedule for writing was vital. 

Peter Pereira, Faculty Coordinator 

SAC 385, 773-325-4347 

ppereira@condor.depaul.edu  

Jeff Christ, Administrative Coordinator 

SAC 486, 773-325-7634 

jchrist7@depaul.edu 

Anne-Bernadette Weiner,  

Graduate Assistant for the EdD Program 

SAC 460, 773-325– 4624 

aweiner2@depaul.edu 

The Purpose of the Doctoral Student Association is to provide a 
network whose ultimate aim is to promote the academic success of 
School of Education doctoral students at DePaul University. Mem-
bership is open to all School of Education Doctoral Students.  

A fall meeting will take place from 4-5:15 pm on Wednesday 
September 28 in SAC 359. Please join us!  

The current executive board members are: 

Presidents:  Tyler Kahdeman and Anne-Bernadette Weiner 

Vice President:  Eduardo Garza 

Treasurer:  Brenda Kraber 

Secretary:  Sheila Warfield and Kim Sullivan 
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What having my Ed.D. from DePaul University means to me  …                              
by Warren Scheideman 

(continued from page 1)  

My route to SOE from the Loop for classes 
and meetings is analogous to transforma-
tional learning for my DePaul Ed.D.  As I 
would leave my office in Lewis Center; take 
the elevator downstairs; and walk along Wa-
bash to the EL; I went from the world of 
adult education, into the working city, dot-
ted with homeless and street people. The EL 
winds up to Lincoln Park through the 
neighborhoods.  

I exited at Fullerton, went through the 
Richardson Library, engaged with Vincent in 
the library courtyard, walked through 
Schmidt, and took the escalator up to the 
School of Education. Roundtrip I looped 
through a spectrum of urban educational 
experience, mediated by reflection on Vin-

centian personalism.  DePaul experiences 
encompass Chicagoland; my degree is a map 
of urban education; and transformationally 
mirrors the developing educator, the educa-
tor who can look at urban needs with fresh 
lenses. Partially from this journey, the urban 
mix of thought with life, I developed with 
my committee (Dr. Villaverde, my chair and 
dissertation director; Dr. Radner, and Dr. 
Chennault) my dissertation:  an open win-
dow for change of the traditional factory 
metaphors of education, Bobbitt’s Window:  
Understanding Turning Points in Reflective Cur-
riculum History and Unmuffling Reflective Voice in 
Adult Learning:  Doubt and Identity.  Working 
full-time and doing the doctorate, it was not 
until afterthought that I realized how much 
my thinking owes to my turning points on 
the route to SOE and back through the ur-

ban cacophony, mediated by Vicentian Per-
sonalism, connected by critical theory and 
pedagogy, focused by curriculum history, all 
within the frame of the SOE doctoral pro-
gram.  Thank you! 

mailto:ppereira@condor.edpaul.edu�
mailto:jchrist@depaul.edu�
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Warning! Loans and Credit Hours: 
 

When you enroll in SCG 895, remember that it is a 4 credit hour class that spans 2 quarters and may impact student 
loan payment plans! If your loans are with the William D. Ford Federal District Student Loan Program, the number 

is 1-800-848-0979. Before reducing your credit hours per quarter, call to find out what you may be charged. 

Instructional Technology Development (ITD) offers FREE training on 
Microsoft Word, Excel, Powerpoint and Access as well as Blackboard. 

To register for training, visit the ITD website at http://
www.itd.depaul.edu/website/students/training.asp 

 

Cost Plus gives students a 20% discount  

on all merchandise except  

sale items and food stuff.   

Miscellaneous Announcements: Please keep us informed of any          
announcements you think will interest your fellow students!  

The former EdD office, in room 302,  is now a student 
support office. We have been invited to consult with the 
staff for basic help with written work. The Writing Center 
is also a good resource.  

You Are Invited to Dean Jennings’ School of Education 

Student and Faculty Meet and Greet Reception!  

See You There! 

***** 

Tuesday, September 27, 2005 

Schmitt Academic Center 

1st Floor Pit Area 
4:30 p.m.—6: 00 p.m. 

All Doctoral Students:  Save the date!!! Please Join us 
for the next EDSA meeting! It will take place from 4-

5:15 pm on Wednesday September 28 in SAC 359.  
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