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From the Ed.D. Program 
Coordinator 
By Peter Pereira 
 
I am delighted to see this first issue of 
the EDSA Newsletter. May it be the first 
of many! Anne-Bernadette has 
assembled a great deal of information, 
including some words of wisdom from 
one of our graduates and a checklist for 
getting through the dissertation process. 
I hope you will find it useful. Look it 
over and then suggest other things you 
would like to see included. As you can 
see, the Student Association has big 
plans. With your help, we can realize 
them and create a challenging yet 
supportive climate for all of us. 
 
I would particularly like your feedback 
on activities for the upcoming summer. 
As you know, no formal doctoral 
courses will be offered. But this should 
not mean that all reading, learning, and 
intellectual activity cease for a few 
months. There is plenty you can do, and 
not just individual study. Summer is a 
good time to form support and interest 
groups and to move forward in the 
dissertation process. Summer is also a  

 
 
 
good time to fill in gaps in your 
professional development. Whether it be 
writing skills, research skills, computer 
skills, or something else, we all have a 
lot to learn. If you would let me or 
Anne-Bernadette or Ty know what you 
need and when you are available, we 
will try to respond. 
 
Ed.D. Student Office 
 
Please don’t forget that the Ed.D. 
Student office is open Mondays through 
Thursdays from 4-5:30pm. Professor 
Pereira is usually there to answer 
questions and chat. We now have a 
bulletin board and can post articles, 
announcements of professional 
activities, conferences, and workshops. 
You are also welcome to sit, relax, and 
read in the office before going to class! 
Copies of dissertations written by our 
colleagues are now in the office, and 
others are located in SAC 471 and in the 
library. 
 
Graduate Student Advising 
 
Peter Pereira and Jeff Christ are both 
very knowledgeable about the Ed.D. 
Program. Please seek their advice about 
academic and administrative concerns, 
respectively: 
 
Peter Pereira    
Faculty Coordinator       
SAC 302, 325-1652                                  
SAC 385, 325-4347 
ppereira@condor.edpaul.edu  
Jeff Christ 
Administrative Coordinator 
SAC 486, 325-7634 
jchrist@depaul.edu 
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Writing your dissertation:  
why you need a support group 
By Vince Cyboran 
 
It’s been a little over three years since I 
defended my dissertation.  I believe it 
was on April 19, 2002 at 3 p.m. CST in 
room …At least I’ve forgotten what 
room it was in! After graduating, I 
continued working full time in the 
corporate world, and began teaching as 
an adjunct in the evenings, for a couple 
of years.  Last August, I became a full-
time, tenure-track Assistant Professor in  
the graduate program in Training and 
Development at Roosevelt University. 
 
One of the most helpful techniques for 
writing my dissertation—okay, not 
writing, but finishing—was my support 
group.  A small group of fellow Ed.D. 
students met for breakfast once a month 
on a Saturday morning.  Sometimes we 
met at a restaurant, and sometimes we 
met at people’s homes. We never had a 
formal agenda, but each person was 
encouraged to talk about his/her work. 
There are numerous benefits to be had 
from being able to explain as clearly and 
briefly as possible your topic, your 
research methodology, your findings, 
and so forth. Having to respond to the 
questions of puzzled classmates was 
great preparation for proposal and 
dissertation defenses. It also gave us a 
chance to refine our topics, our research 
methodologies, and even the techniques 
we would use for analyzing our data. 
Over a period of time, we came to 
understand each other’s work and were 
able to pose more complex questions. 
An unexpected benefit grew out of the 
mixture of quantitative and qualitative 
researchers in our group: we learned 
how the ‘other half’ worked, and this 

shed another perspective on our own 
research.  
 
Of course, this group started before the 
actual writing began; we started to meet 
as we were finishing up our coursework 
and preparing our dissertation proposals, 
and continued meeting through our 
dissertation defenses. People progressed 
at their own pace as life events or work 
took sudden priority. The emotional and 
intellectual support were invaluable. We 
knew we were not alone during those 
inevitable periods of doubt and 
confusion. Our spouses, partners, and 
friends, however empathetic, just didn’t 
understand what we were going through. 
If I remember correctly, the only 
requirement was that at the end of each 
session, we each had to state very 
specifically what we were going to 
accomplish before the next session. 
Many times, we were overly ambitious 
in our goals, but it kept us moving in the 
right direction. It held inertia at bay. I 
better stop now.  I need to touch base 
with some old friends. 
 
Professional Websites 
 
There are many professional websites 
that can help you both in your search for 
a dissertation topic, and in your 
professional development. They will 
also give you access to announcements 
of professional conferences and current 
developments in the field of education. 
The following is just a short list, so 
please feel free to add to it once the 
EDSA Black Board site is up and 
running! 
 

 American Educational Research 
Association:  www.aera.net 
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 See the information on Special 
 interest Groups (SIGs) and on 
 conferences! 

 American Anthropological 
Association:  www.aaanet.org  

 See the Council on Anthropology 
 and Education at
 www.aaanet.org/cae/index.htm  

 North Central Association – 
Commission on Accreditation 
and School Improvement:  
www.ncacasi.org 

 The Association for Supervision 
and Curriculum Development:  
www.ascd.org 

 See the information on the 2006 
 Annual Conference in Chicago 
 and the Illinois ASCD at 
 www.illinoisascd.org  

 Society for Research in Child 
Development:  www.scrd.org 

 See their “Ethical Standards for 
 Research with Children.” 

 Society for Research on 
Adolescence:  www.s-r-s.org 

 See their Special Interest Groups. 
 
Informational Website 
 
 Jeff Christ would like to alert 
Ed.D.students to a very useful website: 
http://education.depaul.edu/html/current/
doctoral.asp.   
All the forms needed for candidacy and 
dissertation, including the following 
checklist, are now available on the web-
site.  This site also has the handbook, 
long term course schedule, sample plans, 
and Superintendent Internship 
information.  

 

 

 

CHECKLIST FOR THE 
DISSERTATION PROCESS 

 Complete the requirements for 
candidacy in the Ed.D. Program 
Handbook.1 

 Become familiar with the dissertation 
format requirements by reading the 
Ed.D. Program Handbook.  Obtain 
copies of all required forms (available 
on the web at:  
http://education.depaul.edu/html/current
/doctoral.asp). 

 Identify a dissertation chair and discuss 
possible committee members. The chair 
must be a regular, full-time faculty 
member in the School of Education.  
Establish a formal dissertation 
committee and submit the signed 
Dissertation Committee Form to the 
Director of the Ed.D. Program.  (Note:  
the Dissertation Committee usually, 
though not always, comprises the same 
members as the Candidacy Committee.) 

 Prepare a draft of your proposal and 
submit to the dissertation committee 
chair. When approved by the chair, 
distribute the draft to all committee 
members. 

 When directed by the Chair, arrange for 
an oral defense of the proposal2. This 
should be planned with at least four 
weeks review time for committee 
members. This event is generally 
scheduled when all required revisions 
have been made. 

 Enroll in A&S 849 or CS 849 the 
quarter the oral defense of the proposal 
is planned. The grade for this course is 
entered upon successful defense of the 
proposal (see A&S/CS 849 Registration 
Form). 

 For research involving human subjects, 
follow University Guidelines for 
Submission of proposals to the School 

                                                 
1 For those entering Fall 2000 and thereafter, this 
process includes the writing of a scholarly paper. 
2 The Ed.D. Office Assistant can assist in 
locating a room. 
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of Education Local Review Board 
(LRB). Guidelines are found at the 
following address: 
http://condor.depaul.edu/~irb/. The 
LRB requires an approved dissertation 
proposal for submission. No data can be 
collected until the LRB notifies you of 
final University approval of the 
research. 

 Upon approval of the dissertation 
committee and IRB approval, continue 
with the research and writing of the 
dissertation.  Be sure to submit to the 
Ed.D. Office a copy of your official 
letter of approval from the IRB (see 
IRB Approval Cover Form).. 

 In the quarter after you have 
successfully defended your proposal 
and passed A&S/CS 849, you should 
register for A&S 859 or CS 859 (see 
A&S/CS 859 Registration Form).  In 
subsequent quarters, while you are 
working on writing your dissertation, 
you should register each quarter for 
A&S/CS 600 Student in Good Standing.  
You must register for this course each 
quarter in order to remain an active 
Doctoral Candidate and to have access 
to University facilities (i.e. the library). 

 After completion of the dissertation 
manuscript and in consultation with 
your chair, submit a Reader's copy to 
each committee member.  Allow four 
weeks for the committee members to 
review the Reader's Copy. 

 Apply for degree conferral (required) 
and commencement (optional) by the 
posted deadlines (applications are 
available on-line at 
http://education.depaul.edu/html/current
/forms.asp)3. 

 Submit a complete draft of your 
dissertation and all supporting materials 
by the specified review deadline (for 
Spring graduation, the deadline for final 
approval of the dissertation is May 1). 
This copy need not be signed, defended, 
or on thesis-quality paper.  However, it 

                                                 
3 April 1st is the current deadline for Spring 
Quarter degree conferral. 

must be single-sided, unbound and 
include the signatory page. 

 Once your committee has agreed to the 
final draft of your dissertation, schedule 
the public Oral Defense of the 
Dissertation as described in the Ed.D. 
Program Handbook. Bring the 
paperwork for the approval of the 
dissertation to this meeting. 

 Follow the directions of the committee 
regarding revisions of the dissertation.  
Sometimes, you will be required to 
submit revisions to the whole 
committee.  Sometimes, the committee 
will defer to the chair for final approval. 

 Submit the dissertation as described in 
the Ed.D. Program Handbook.  There is 
a $75.00 fee for Dissertation 
Processing.  There is a separate $10.00 
per copy binding fee.  The School of 
Education requires you to submit a 
minimum of 3 copies (which brings 
the total minimum charge to $105.00, 
payable in two separate checks or 
money orders made out to DePaul 
University).  If you desire to keep any 
personal copies, these will have to be 
over and above the required 3. 
Complete the Survey of Earned 
Doctorates and the UMI Doctoral 
Dissertation Publishing Agreement 
Form (available in the Ed.D. Office). 

 Be sure to update your contact 
information on Campus Connection 
(https://campusconnect.depaul.edu/PAP
RD8/login.jsp) so that when your 
personal copies return from the bindery 
the Ed.D. Office can alert you. 

Summer Workshops 
 
 The creation of summer 
workshops is being discussed.  Several 
options have been proposed, ranging 
from Writing Center and Academic 
Support Center offerings to an Endnote 
workshop. We might also benefit from 
forming our own summer support groups 
to help each other through literature 
searches, proposal writing, and 
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dissertation work! Hopefully our Black 
Board site will help this process along. 
 
EDSA Blackboard Site 
 
Our new Ed.D. Student Association 
(EDSA) Black Board Site will be up and 
running shortly! The link to this will be 
on your personal Black Board page 
along side your current classes! By 
popular demand, we will create a 
discussion board for sharing dissertation 
ideas and concerns. Hopefully this will 
help students offer each other support 
and guidance.  
 
We will post the University’s rules 
concerning professional behavior on the 
BB site. Due to the relative anonymity of 
the internet, we all need to be especially 
careful about our responses to comments 
concerning research frameworks and 
educational philosophies we may not 
value or agree with. Constructive and 
respectful academic debate can help all 
of us learn to examine educational issues 
from a variety of vantage points. We can 
learn a great deal from each other. Dr. 
Suleiman and the University reserve the 
right to revoke Black Board privileges. 
I’m certain this won’t be necessary, even 
during heated debates, but it’s good to 
keep it in mind! 
 
The EDSA Newsletter will both be 
posted on the Black Board Site and sent 
to your e-mails. Please remember to 
update your e-mail information on 
Campus Connect.  
 
EDSA Website 
 
We are also setting up an EDSA 
website! An e-mail announcement will 
be sent out when it is up and running. 
This will be our Association’s ‘public 
face’, while the Black Board site will be 

for internal exchange of information 
concerning classes, administrative 
issues, and ideas. 
 
Course Schedules 
 
Please take courses when they are 
offered!!! Try to stick to the schedules 
sent out to you when planning your 
quarter. We almost had to cancel 
excellent courses this quarter. As it is, 
the classes in question have less than 10 
students enrolled. In the future, this may 
mean automatic cancellation. This puts 
everyone’s ability to complete course 
work in a timely fashion in jeopardy. On 
a positive note, the frameworks classes 
are full! If you have misplaced the 
schedules, copies can be downloaded 
from: 
http://education.depaul.edu/html/current/
doctoral.asp.   
 
Higher Education 
Concentration 
 
E-mail messages from students indicate 
an interest in courses focusing on higher 
education. New course offerings as well 
as the possible integration of Higher 
Education research and perspectives into 
existing courses are being discussed. 
 
EDSA News 
 
We have renewed the EDSA registration 
with student life. This permits us, among 
other things, to create a web page. In 
order to update our registration, a new 
executive board had to be elected. Peter 
Pereira, Jeff Christ, and Ayani Good (the 
founder of EDSA) attended the meeting 
and helped us with the process. The 
following people were chosen to 
represent the Ed.D. students: 
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Faculty Advisor:  Layla Suleiman 
Co-Presidents: Tyler Kahdeman & 
Anne-Bernadette Weiner 
Vice-President: Eduardo Garza 
Treasurer:  Brenda Kraber 
Co-Secretaries:  Kim Sullivan & Sheila 
Warfield 
 
Alumni Meeting! 
 
There will be an alumni meeting on 
Thursday, May 12, 2005, 5:00-6:30 in 
SAC 161. This is an opportunity to visit 
with former students and to learn more 
about their experiences after having 
graduated from the School of 
Education.  Refreshments and light fare 
will be provided. If you are able to 
attend this workshop, please RSVP to 
Dr. Amira Proweller. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Future Newsletters 
 
Please keep e-mailing us suggestions, 
questions, and concerns about Ed.D. 
Student issues! Your feedback is 
important.  
 
Let us know if you would like to 
contribute an article, and what you 
would like to see in the next EDSA 
Newsletter! We are currently seeking 
articles on why you chose to enroll in a 
doctoral program. Please e-mail Anne-
Bernadette if you are interested!  
 
Ed.D. Student Association Co-Presidents 
can be reached at the following: 
 
Anne-Bernadette Weiner  
SAC 367, 325-2485 
aweiner2@depaul.edu  
 
Tyler Kahdeman 
SAC 308, 325-7590 
tkahdema@depaul.edu 
 


