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Welcome to another 
academic year. Greetings to 
all of the new doctoral students 
and returning students. The 
EdD Newsletter is here to inform 
and assist. It will often include 
important EdD Program 
announcements,  student, 
faculty and staff spotlights, 
job opportunities and other 
pertinent resources. We are 
also pleased to welcome EdD 
Program Assistant, Sophia 
Neely (sneely3@depaul.edu), 
and EdD Graduate Assistant, 
Shanita Bigelow (sbigelow@
depaul. edu), to their new 

roles. Do not hesitate to 
reach out to them with 
questions, ideas, etc. 
We wish you well in your 
studies for the remainder 
of the quarter and the 
remainder of the year.

Sincerely,

Sonia Soltero, PhD 
EdD Program Coordinator 
and Chair, Department of 
Leadership, Language and 
Curriculum 

 Hello DePaul 
EdD students, 
faculty and 
staff! My 
name is Jacob 
Gross, and I 
am serving on 

the Educational Doctoral Student 
Association (EDSA) Leadership 
Team this year as your President 
(and fellow student) along with 
four other phenomenal student 
leaders: Amy Gelbman, Callie 
Pogge, Karlee Johnson, and Sarah 
Kaufman. 

I  was born and raised in Los 
Angeles, CA, graduated from 
Northern Arizona University with a 
Bachelor's in Spanish, and arrived 
in Chicago in the Summer of 2013 
to earn my Master's in Counseling 
Psychology. I am a second 
year student in the Educational 
Leadership concentration here 
in the EdD Program with hopes 
of focusing my career (and 
dissertation!) in the area of Student 

Affairs and Student Leadership in 
Higher Education. 

The vision for EDSA is that all EdD 
students, across concentrations 
and cohorts, connect in one 
form or another throughout the 
year, and on a consistent basis, 
thus creating an EdD Program 
that is communal, engaging, and 
student-centered. Further, our 
hope, as a team, is to be available 
and present in support of the 
student voice. Don't forget to 
follow us on Twitter (@DePaulEdD) 
using the hashtag #EDSAchat to 
join the conversation. Looking 
forward to connecting with you in 
the year to come!

Sincerely,

Jacob Gross
EDSA President

Welcome, All
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Welcome, Dr. Leodis Scott
Resources

EdD Program Office
DePaul University 

College of Education
2247 N. Halsted Street, Rm 339

Chicago, IL 60614
(773) 325-2155

eddprogram@depaul.edu

Brandon Washington
Doctoral Student  Advisor

bwashin3@depaul.edu
(773) 325-7495

Sophia Neely
EdD Program Assistant
sneely3@depaul.edu

(773) 325-2155
COE Room 339

Shanita Bigelow
EdD Graduate Assistant
sbigelow@depaul.edu

COE Room 351

http://education.depaul.
edu/Programs/Departments/

DoctoralProgram.asp

Blog: depauledd.wordpress.com
Join EdD Program Facebook group
Join EdD Program LinkedIn group
Follow @DePaulEdD on Twitter

Have a creative idea?! 
                Creative ideas are welcome!

Email Sophia (rhymes with papaya) 
at sneely3@depaul.edu

or Shanita (does not rhyme with 
papaya) at sbigelow@depaul.edu

     

Please tell 
me  a  little about 
your educational 
background.

I received a doctorate in education 
from Columbia University - Teachers 
College in New York in Adult Learning 
and Leadership.  My doctoral research 
and dissertation focused on a unique 
establishment in higher education, 
American land-grant colleges and 
universities, which can be attributed to 
the widely accepted threefold mission 
in higher education: teaching, research, 
and service.  In fact, over 150 years ago, 
federal legislation would establish at 
least one land-grant institution in each 
state and major American territory. 
Since receiving the doctorate degree, 
I have continued to study in the areas 
of evaluation, statistics, and assessment 
in academic settings, and to explore 
a topic that advances the land-grant 
idea called “learning cities.”

What do you enjoy about being a professor? 
What challenges do you face in your 
professional life?

I consider myself to be a lifelong learner, 
educator, scholar, and practitioner. 
So being able to pursue learning and 
education as a profession is a complete 
joy; it’s like eating candy without the 
calories.

The traditional views of teaching, 
research, and service along with what’s 
required to become a well-respected 
scholar come with challenges about 
how to remain engaged within the 
academic process. But these challenges 
also bring about opportunities to fully 
see teaching as lifelong learning, 
research as creative discovery, and 
service as duty to humanity, which can 
change any of these related challenges 
into short-term trials toward ultimate 
improvement. 

What university, college, or department 
initiatives are you working on?

I understand that you are also working with 
the FOP cohort. Could you describe that 
experience?

Yes, I am teaching in the Educational 
Leadership Ed.D. Program, and one 
of the cohorts in the program is from 
the FOP (Fraternal Order of Police).  In 
terms of my background, I am an Army 
veteran who actively served, so I had 
a good sense of the kinds of learners 
I would meet, but truly, in seeing 
this FOP cohort, I am humbled and 
honored to facilitate and learn with 
them.  I’m thrilled by knowing about 
their decades of dedication to being 
“on the job” and wanting to make a 
difference in the community.  They 
are already education leaders and 
role-models in my mind, so it will be 
exciting to work with them to discover 
new ways to translate their work-ethic 
and dedication to help further serve 
children and adults.  

What do you appreciate about teaching 
and advising doctoral students? What do 
you hope to help them learn?

It’s about the ideas! Many doctoral 
students have ideas about changing 
the world or exploring a topic that they 
confess no one has addressed.  These 
are great starting points to help nurture 
and develop.  One point of advice I 
do share with doctoral students is that 
doing doctoral research is like listening 
to a conversation that you are not 
yet allowed to verbally join.  First you 
have to prove that you have heard the 
words, know what the conversation 
is about, and figure out the ways in 
which your work can contribute to the 
conversation.  Still it’s great to start with 
ideas, and I like to help them translate 
those ideas into manageable and 
measureable initiatives and actions.  

What are you working on outside of 
teaching?

Given my own research interests and 
topics in higher, adult, and continuing 
education, a few of my fellow 
colleagues and I have established a 
nonprofit educational think-tank we call 
LearnLong Institute for Education and 
Learning Research (LIFR).  LearnLong 
Institute allows me to continue to 

EdD News learned more about new faculty member, Dr. Leodis 
Scott, his education, work/scholarship, goals and life.

research and contribute scholarly 
work to various fields of education, 
leadership, and learning as I 
continue to teach and advise 
doctoral students.  Again, one of 
the key topics that I am focusing on 
is “learning cities,” which describes 
how education and learning can 
be expanded across entire com-

continue to Scott, p.3

“...education as 
a profession is a 
complete joy; it’s 
like eating candy 

without the 
calories.”

http://
http://
http://
http://depauledd.wordpress.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1494991940731886/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6632481/profile
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On beginning(s)...

Scott, cont.

munities, among children and adults, 
especially in areas and regions with 
diverse, underserved, 
and underrepresented neighbor-
hoods or communities. 

How does your research and/or 
professional involvement inform your 
teaching (or vice-versa)?

This goes back to rearranging the 
teaching-research-service model 
to a lifelong learning-creative 
discovery-duty to humanity 
framework that better captures 
my intended levels of involvement, 
interaction, and engagement.  So 
my research on “learning cities,” for 
instance, sees teaching as a lifelong 
learning endeavor to all students and 
citizens, so their experiences and my 
own experience provide the essential 
source for my own professional 
development and for becoming 
a better teacher/facilitator.    

When you’re not working on research or 
teaching, what do you like to do?

I like sports and politics, especially 
the politics of sport, and the sport of 
politics.  I also love documentaries and 
in-depth feature reports.  Sometimes 
I write poems, but I admit, much of 
what is deemed valid poetry, I find 
hard to read and fully understand.

Ganae McAlpin is a high school 
history teacher at Evanston 
Township High School. She has two 
children, ages nine and seven. 
In addition to hanging out with 
her children, family and friends, 
Ganae also enjoys debating 
topics related to social justice. 
(Want to engage in productive 
and meaningful, albeit heated, 
conversation? Look no further.)

When asked of her impressions of 
the program so far, she stated, 
“That it will be quite difficult but 
not to give up.”

She chose to attend DePaul 
University because she has 
co-workers in the program 
and   appreciated the way the 
Curriculum Studies program was 
portrayed online.

With Curriculum Studies as her 
concentration, Ganae hopes 
“to research teacher induction 
programs and their impact on 
novice teachers.”

Meet Ganae McAlpin

EdD Voices   

EDSA
   join the conversation 

Got ideas? Questions? 
Comments? Advice? 
Suggestions? Feelings?
Photos? Video? Tips?
Stories? Resources?
    => Tweet them to 

@DePaulEdD with 
#EDSAchat! 

facebook

           depauledd.wordpress.com

She continued, “I hope to teach 
new teachers how to teach 
and help veterans stay current 
by providing professional 
development and one on 
one mentoring/ coaching.  In 
the end I want to help adults 
best meet the needs of their 
individual students.”

Meet first year student, Ganae McAlpin! We welcome her to the 
program. Below is a brief report of what we learned about her life, 

work and studies.

http://depauledd.wordpress.com
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Reem Alnefaie, Early Childhood Education
Amal Alobaidi, Early Childhood Education
Shanita Bigelow, Educational Leadership

Sarah Bright, Curriculum Studies
Joel DeFayette, Educational Leadership

Claudiu Dragos, Early Childhood Education
Colins Ekpe, Educational Leadership

Maggie Essig, Curriculum Studies
Paula Estrada-Jones, Educational Leadership

Edwin Gentry, Educational Leadership
Tyra Mann, Educational Leadership

Ganae McAlpin, Curriculum Studies/Superintendent Licensure
Lori Neblung, Educational Leadership

Michelle Reed, Curriculum Studies
Susan Richard, Educational Leadership

Dustin Seemann, Educational Leadership/Superintendent Licensure
Kefah Suhail, Educational Leadership

Courtney Tarver, Educational Leadership
Roderick Waters, Educational Leadership

Catherine Whitfield, Educational Leadership
Hongji Wang, Educational Leadership

Welcome, New EdD Students!
A special welcome to members of our two new cohorts in Naperville and the Fraternal Order of the Police (FOP), who are 

concentrating in Educational Leadership. We also want to welcome new students to the EdD Program in Lincoln Park.

Michele Chapman-Simmons 
David Collins

Andrea M. Derdenger
Kelli Diaz

Debra Harris
Kathleen Bridget Healy

Stephanie Healy

Gina Herrmann
Steven M. Jeretina
Michelle Johnson
Toia Sharice Jones

Margaret Kinel
Danielle Kirin

Mackenzie Ann Krueger

Krystle Mason
Corinne M. McCabe

Ives Munoz
Keeyana J. Riley

Katherine Seguino
Jacqueline D. Thomas

Katie Schmidt Trowbridge

Timothy Balasz
Michele Colbert

Ralph Cruz
Hermogenes Del Toro

Darrin Dickens
Karianne Doyle
Latonia Foster

Timothy Larmon
Theodore Lazauskas

Kimberly Lloyd
Thomas Kevin Murphy

Robert Nunn
Michael O’Connor

Robbin Parker
Edward Michael Ramirez

Michael M Reischl
Terry Smith

Angelo Velazquez
Bernard Veleta

Daniel Villa
Landon Wade
Kristy Yanney

Lincoln Park Campus

FOP Cohort

Naperville Cohort
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Upcoming Events
Recurring

    Tuesday Writing Group         
When: 3:45-5:15 PM
Where: COE 247

    Bring something you are working on, or   
    come to collaborate and learn. 
 
    EDSA presents...Fridays @ 5:00 PM
    Join fellow students for an eve-   
    ning of conversation in a casual         
    setting. Check @DePaulEdD on 
    Twitter or the EdD Program Face-  
    book page for specific dates and 
    other details.

    

   New!
    
   Open Discussion with Dr. Haymes
    When: Friday, October 28 at 5:00 PM
    Where: Red Lion Pub, 2446 N Lincoln
    
    Come have a conversation with Dr. 
    Haymes about how the wider political 
    culture in the United States is impacting 
    the  public life of the University.

   College of Education Fall Forum: The 
   challenge of Teaching in a Racially and 
   Politically Polarized Time

   When: Tuesday, October 25 at 5:30 PM
   Where: Lincoln Park Student Center 
   Room 314AB

   Panelists Liz Robbins, Mario Perez, and   
   Johnae Strong (all Illinois educators)  
   will discuss ways to engage students in 
   constructive, respectful and historically 
   contextual conversations addressing 
   today’s tumultuous climate: the killings 
   of African American people throughout   
   the country, the shooting of police officers    
   in Baton Rouge and Dallas, the 
   growing examination of the Black Lives 
   Matter movement, and all the rhetoric 
   that surrounds it. Small group discussions 
   will follow the panel.

   
  DePaul’s 9th Annual Teachers’ Forum

  When: Saturday, October 22 at 10:00 AM
  Where: Cortelyou Commons, 
  2324 N. Fremont 

  The Teachers’ Forum is a networking event  
  that allows current students and alumni 
  in the College of Education, as well as 
  students considering an education major the 
  opportunity to learn about various topics in 
  education through rotating topic round table 
  discussions that are facilitated by 
  professionals in the field. There is also a mock-
  interview portion that students can pre-
  register for as well—this allows them to do 
  a mock-interview with a current principal 
  or hiring manager. Lastly, there are resource 
  tables from the Career Center and resume 
  critiques that will be facilitated by recent 
  alums who work in education.

  Questions? Want to register for mock-
  interviews? Email Jen Fleming at 
  jflemin6@depaul.edu.
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Prof. Sonia Soltero
Program Coordinator
ssoltero@depaul.edu

Prof. Joseph Gardner
Director, Curriculum Studies
joby.gardner@depaul.edu

Prof. Andrea Kayne
Director, Educational Leadership
andrea.kayne@depaul.edu

Prof. Mojdeh Bayat
Director, Early Childhood Education
mbayat@depaul.edu

Prof. Amira Proweller 
Chair, Educational Policy Studies and Research 
aprowell@depaul.edu

EdD Program 
Leadership

DePaul EdD Fall 2016 Newsletter

As the Fall Quarter continues 
and, eventually, comes to a 
close, we will find ourselves at yet 
another beginning. Surrounding 
is a collage of some of the 
words and phrases overheard, 
used and thought of to describe 
beginning(s). We leave you with 
an excerpt from the poem, “If--,” 
by Rudyard Kipling:

...If you can make one heap of 
all your winnings
    And risk it on one turn of 
pitch-and-toss,
And lose, and start again at 
your beginnings
    And never breathe a word 
about your loss;
If you can force your heart and 
nerve and sinew
    To serve your turn long after 
they are gone,   
And so hold on when there is 
nothing in you
    Except the Will which says to 
them: ‘Hold on!’...

On beginnings...

braveawesome

interesting

NEW
community

change

progress smilescool

Bright
          a brand new start

bold

welcome
welcome

welcome

Held October 4, 2016, the IRB workshop was 
enlightening. There will no longer be a review 
through a Local Review Board (LRB). Instead, 
students conducting research with human 
subjects will submit the IRB application directly to 
the Institutional Review Board (IRB). If you were 
not able to attend, don’t worry; there will be other 
workshops in both the winter and spring quarters. 
In the meantime, take a look at these resources for 
a brief overview and other pertinent information. 
You can also contact Sophia or Shanita in the 
EdD Office to request a PDF of the Fall 2016 IRB 
presentation.

DePaul University Office of Research Services: http://
offices.depaul.edu/ors/Pages/default.aspx

Department of Health & Human Services (HHS) Office 
of Human Research Protections: http://www.hhs.gov/
ohrp

CITI Training Information: https://offices.depaul.edu/
ors/research-protections/irb/training/Pages/default.
aspx

IRB Workshop

Events, cont.
2016 CAEA Institute: Learning in a   
Competence-Based World
When: November 7-8, 8:30 to 4:30 
Where: Richard M. & Maggie C. Daley 
Building (1451), 14 E. Jackson Blvd

A two-day Institute for  professionals who  
work with (and within) competence-
based approaches to learning will 
have the opportunity to learn, develop 
and refine specific practices that 
help learners actually develop the 
competencies they seek.  This includes 
strategies and approaches that help 
learners learn from experience, and 
apply that learning.

http://offices.depaul.edu/ors/Pages/default.aspx 
http://offices.depaul.edu/ors/Pages/default.aspx 
http://www.hhs.gov/ohrp 
http://www.hhs.gov/ohrp 
https://offices.depaul.edu/ors/research-protections/irb/training/Pages/default.aspx
https://offices.depaul.edu/ors/research-protections/irb/training/Pages/default.aspx
https://offices.depaul.edu/ors/research-protections/irb/training/Pages/default.aspx

