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Dear folks, 

Greetings! We hope your winter quarter is going very well. 

In the EDSA newsletter issue 11, there are several upcoming events as well as some im-

portant course information you must know. For those who missed our EDSA Conference 

last quarter, we have some conference news in this issue. We are looking forward to your 

participation in EDSA Conference next fall.  

The EDSA newsletter is a good place to share information to students and faculty. We 

appreciate any information from you which will benefit our peers in the doctoral program. 

To post, please send an email to syu11@depaul.edu with the information you would like 

to share.                                                                                                                         

                Shu-Chun Yu, Doctoral Program Graduate Assistant & EDSA Liaison 
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Event When Where 

Conference: 

Charter Schools: Possibilities, Problems, and Politics  

Feb 11 

5:30-7:30 pm 

 

SAC 154 

 

Ed.D. Student & Faculty Meet and Greet 

Feb 25 

4:30-5:30 pm 

 

SAC 471 

 

Dissertation Formatting Workshop 

Mar 9 

5:30-6:30 pm 

 

TBA 

Seminar:  

Democratic & Civic Education  

Jun 8 

4:00-8:00 pm 

 

TBA 
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Call for  

Volunteers 
Do you like to talk about 

your experience in the pro-

gram? Your experience can 

help prospective students 

determine if DePaul is the 

right place for them, or can 

help first year students know 

what to expect in the second 

or third years or in the disser-

tation process.  We have oc-

casional Information Ses-

sions for prospective stu-

dents, and orientation meet-

ings for first year students, 

you can attend to share your 

experiences. Please let Diana 

Satruc know so she can add 

your name to our list of inter-

ested students. You can reach 

Diana at dsatruc@depaul.edu  

or call at 773-325-2155. 

 

. 

~Course Information~ 

E�ROLL EARLY!  

 
DePaul is increasingly concerned 

about small class sizes. They deter-

mine which classes will be cancelled 

due to low enrollment to two-three 

weeks prior to the start of the quarter. 

Please be sure to register for your 

courses BEFORE the quarter begins so 

that we have an accurate count for 

course enrollments. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ELECTIVES  

 
All students are to take one elective. 

Generally, any doctoral course that is 

not already a requirement in your pro-

gram is an option (paying attention to 

prerequisites, of course). To strengthen 

the breadth of your knowledge with 

respect to research--as a consumer of 

research or a producer of it--you may 

want to consider taking Part I of the 

"other" methodology. For example, if 

you are taking SCG 735-755, you 

could take SCG 745; either-or if you 

are taking SCG 745/765, you could 

take SCG 735. Please refer to the pro-

gram handbook for other elective op-

tions.  

REMEMBER TO E�ROLL CLASS!!!   

• Those who are going to finish their coursework, don’t forget to enroll in   

A&S/CS 700 Doctoral Student in Good Standing (Non-Credit) for every 

quarter you are not taking any course. You will need to submit “Student in 

Good Standing Course Registration Form” to Academic Advisor (SAC 

481). However, you must be actively working on your candidacy paper, 

proposal, etc. in order to be approved for this course. 

• Those who have completed their candidacy paper defense,  will have to 

register A&S/CS 706 Candidacy Paper (Non-Credit).  

• You will need to enroll in A&S/CS 849 Supervised Dissertation Proposal 

Development (4 Credits) in the quarter in which you plan to defend your 

dissertation. 

• You will need to enroll in A&S/CS 859 Independent Dissertation Research 

(4 Credits) in the quarter in which you plan to defend your dissertation. 

Dissertation Committee— 

We have updated dissertation committee infor-

mation. To view the updated list, please log in 

blackboard EDSA website, Click “Professors” 

tool bar and choose “Directory of Professors.”  
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EDSA Conference 2009 News 

By: Shu-Chun Yu 

T he EDSA Fall 2009 Conference, held November 7th 

was successful. About 20 participants including three stu-

dents from other universities participated in this event. 

This conference began with a keynote panel on Professional 

Development Schools (PDS). Drs. Barbara Rieckhoff, 

Kathie Kapustka, Roxanne Owens and a practitioner, Jenny 

Vincent at Alcott were the panelists. Two 2009 graduates, 

Dr. Donna Smith and Dr. Garland Johnson presented their 

research “Relationships between Professionals and Families 

in Special Education” and “To Know Me is to Teach Me: 

Examining The Relationship Between The Multicultural 

Competence of Educators & Special Education Referrals 

for African-American Students.” They later joined in the 

“Research Process” panel discussion. 

Several students present their current research: Doug Friend 

on “The 9th Grade Academy Experience @ Hammond Mor-

ton High School,” Lisa Parker-Short (master student) on 

“Speaking Up: Searching for Emancipatory Possibilities in 

Literacy through Youth Poetry Slams,” Charemi Jones on 

“Assessment in Police Training and Development: Striving 

towards Police that are ‘Good Enough’,” Randa Suleiman 

(Cardinal Stritch University) on “The Impact of a School-

Wide Discipline Program on School Culture and School 

Climate,” Eleshia Smith on “Speaking English in Mexico: 

Understanding a New Literacy,” and Greg Thompson 

(University of Chicago) on “Instruction as Interaction Rit-

ual: (Re)discovering the Transformative Power of Ritual in 

Pedagogical Encounters.” Thanks to all participants. The 

discussion was so lively that some even stayed after to talk 

about unfinished topics. 

We received many comments after the conference. Follow-

ing are some of them: 

“It was a great way to see how others are formulating their 

questions in relation to my own process.” 

“It’s always great meeting and networking with other edu-

cators and professionals.” 

“PDS panel was great; the research panel was very help-

ful; and it was nice to hear about different studies (helpful 

to see how they came to their findings).” 

We received 

your encour-

agement, 

suggestions 

and requests 

to have a 

similar con-

ference next 

fall. We 

would like 

more peers in 

different pro-

gram years to 

join the committee next year so the next conference can 

fulfill participants’ needs. We’ll see you next year. 

                                                                                 

The Planning Committee, 

Charemi Jones, Eleshia Smith, and Shu-Chun Yu 

 

Invitation to Readers  

How has entering the EdD program influenced you 

life? With any new life endeavor, the balance between work, 

home, and other activities shifts. How do we manage this 

process? What benefits do we gain from new opportunities? 

Last issue Dr. Renae Jacob, who graduated from our program 

in 2006, shared with us her experience as an adjunct. This 

issue, Eleshia Smith will share with us her experience study-

ing abroad to Mexico. What can you share with us? What 

might other students benefit from knowing? How has your 

approach to leadership changed? How have you worked with 

your committee that has been particularly useful? … 
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Conference Date 

AERA Conference   

AERA Annual Conference  Apr 30- May 4  

Educational Leadership Conferences   

ASCD- 2010 Annual Conference Mar 6-8 

Qualitative Research Methods Conferences   

31s Annual Ethnography in Education Research Forum Feb 26-27 

The Sixth International Congress of Qualitative Inquiry  May 26-29  

Illinois Education Research Council and Symposium  June 8-9  

Curricular Content Area Conferences   

2010 Conference: Research into Practice  Mar 4-6  

Illinois Reading Council (IRC) Conference Mar 18-20 

International Reading Association (IRA) 55th Annual Convention  Apr 15-28  

2010 Research Presession  Apr 21-24  

21st Annual Literacies for All Summer Institute  July 8-11  

Other Conferences   

54th Comparative & International Education Society (CIES) Conference  Mar 1-5  

2010 Phi Beta Delta Annual Conference  Apr 8-9  

Critical Race Studies in Education (CRSE) 4th Annual Conference  May 13-15  

Organization of Education Historians (OEH) Annual Conference  Sep 17-18  

Conferences- Education-Related Sections/Divisions   

American Sociological Association (ASA) 2010 Annual Meeting  Aug 14-17  

Below is a list of several upcoming conferences. Part of the professional world is being actively involved in such events. If you 

are nearing the completion of your dissertation, you may want to consider submitting a proposal for presenting your own 

work. These are just some of the possibilities. More information (e.g., registration, location...scholarly professional organiza-

tions. ) is available on the EDSA website. 

Upcoming Conference Information– February to August 

Tell me and I’ll forget; show me and I may 

remember; involve me and I’ll understand””””    

~ ~ ~ ~ Chinese proverb~    
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Study Abroad: What English Means in Mexico... 

By: Eleshia Smith 

TTTT    his past summer I had the fortune to study abroad in Mexico 

City for 3 weeks. I didn’t know what to expect but I wanted an opportu-

nity to get a chance to explore what really was going on South of the 

Border. Normally when one thinks of Mexico, it’s either sandy beaches 

or illegal immigrants, with little in between about the vast culture, history 

and tenacity of the Mexican people. As I struggle to become a more in-

formed and culturally aware educator, I wanted a chance to really see 

Mexico, in hopes of gaining a better understanding of what education 

meant for it’s people and the country as a whole. 

 

To me Mexico City is a walking contradiction, poised as one of the world’s largest cities amidst countryside full of extreme 

poverty, oppression and despair.  The most obvious discrepancy was how wide the gap varied between the upper/middle 

and lower classes. The biggest shock for me was the ability to speak English was one of the major indicators of how suc-

cessful one could be in Mexico. 

 

My research focused on being able to speak English in Mexico and how it provided a ticket to a life filled with more oppor-

tunities such as job prospects, travel abroad and scholarships. Speaking English meant a better quality of life in Mexico. 

Without this dual literacy, you were less likely to be able to move out your social class. Something as simple as getting a 

visa is much easier if you speak English. 

 

Secondly, I discovered that quality English instruction was not granted to 

just anyone in Mexico. Quality English education is either denied or 

granted based on money. Those who attended private school or were able 

to afford private English lessons received the best instruction. Most Eng-

lish taught in the public schools is inferior at best and is not intended to 

teach fluency or comprehension.  Better English instruction is direly 

needed in Mexico’s public schools because without it, moving from one 

class system to another becomes a lot more difficult and in may ways 

almost impossible.  

 

The findings of my work have several implications for educators and education in Mexico. Despite Mexico’s rich history 

and culture, persistent poverty has been one of the country’s long-lasting problems.  I feel that if Mexico is to ever fully 

address the issue of poverty and its utter dependency on the economic power of the United States, education must truly be-

come the ticket to upward social mobility in Mexico. As it stands now, it is not clear that the state is truly providing quality 

educational opportunities for the poor.  Right now, money and privilege is the only way to access a quality English educa-

tion. 

 

If English is important to the economic advancement of the country and its citizens, then instruction must be improved at 

ALL classroom levels in the public schools.  Quality teachers must be recruited and retained to improve the overall level of 

instruction. Lastly, adult level classes must be made more accessible and affordable so that all citizens can have a chance to 

become a full participant in Mexico’s global economy.  For Mexico to continue to thrive and become a stronger global 

player, the education of its entire people must become of the utmost property. 


