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Dear EdD Students and Alumni,
It’s a new year! We hope that it’s off to a good start. To new 
students, welcome to the program. To current students and 
alumni, welcome back. 

This year marks the program’s 20th anniversary. In the coming 
months and throughout next academic year, we will be 
celebrating the program through special events and student 
and alumni spotlights. 

We’re excited to announce that the program is organizing an 
alumni panel symposium followed by a reception on Friday, 
Sept. 14 in the Lincoln Park Campus. We want to extend our 
appreciation to alumni throughout the nation and around the 
world. Your work gives us much pride.

The panel will include alumni who are superintendents, principals, 
teachers, university deans, college presidents, and professors. 
Additional activities will include special editions of the program 
newsletter, including profiles of other notable alumni. All current 
students, alumni and faculty are invited to intend the event 
commemorating the Doctoral Program’s 20th anniversary. 

This quarter’s newsletter highlights the work of current students 
and alumni. It showcases the processes of individual academic 
inquiry, navigating the program and celebrates student 
achievements. If you are a student or alumnus interested in 
sharing your experiences, research and achievements contact 
us at eddprogram@depaul.edu.

You can also contact the EdD Program Assistant, Cassidy Bradford 
(c.bradford@depaul.edu) and EdD Graduate Assistant, Shanita 
Bigelow (sbigelow@depaul.edu) who are 
here to help. Once again, welcome back. 
We wish you the best as you continue your 
work in education and beyond.

Sincerely,

Dr. Sonia Soltero, EdD Program 
Coordinator 
and Chair, Department of Leadership, 
Language and Curriculum
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Dr. Eduardo Garza
ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

Dr. Eduardo Garza, Interim 
President of Richard J. Daley 
College, has a passion for 
education—urban education 
in particular. “My passion is 
education, urban education,” he 
said, continuing, “I’m fascinated 
with what education can do for 
communities.” Garza continues to 
delve into the challenges of urban 
education, and more specifically, 
the lived experiences of students. 

Resiliency is what got Garza to 
where he is, and it is what propelled 
his research and, ultimately, his 
dissertation. When asked why he’d 
chosen resiliency in education as 
his research topic, Garza listed 
personal experience as a source. 
He spoke of his own experience 
growing up, how it shaped his 
trajectory in education. 

“I was curious how the way 
I was raised and how my 
school experiences gave 

me the privilege to go on to 
higher education.”

He grew up in a single parent 
home, on public aid, and in a 
crime infested neighborhood. He 
questioned how he made it: “I was 
curious how the way I was raised 
and how my school experiences 
gave me the privilege to go on to 
higher education.” In conducting 
his research, he interviewed ten 
students. He discovered more 
than a few common traits among 
the participants. He described 
two that stood out: a strong 
family connection and the role of 

mentors. “These were common 
and important in their journeys 
toward higher education,” he 
said.

The program provided Garza the 
opportunity to take a deeper look 
into pressing issues in education. 
He said, “The program allowed 
me to explore relevant and real-
time urban school challenges that 
I could apply to my existing work 
in urban education.” He was also 
able to understand the theories 
that contextualized and further 
explained why those issues take 
shape. This understanding, he 
said, “allows practitioners to make 
better decisions.”

It is that responsibility and 
understanding that led him to 
his current role. When asked if 
he knew what he wanted to do 
after the program, he said, yes. 
He knew that he either wanted 
to be a principal at a high school 
or community college president. 
“Right now community colleges 
really need well-aligned leaders,” 
he added.

And for those currently in the 
program, he shared some advice: 
“Be well balanced with theory and 
practice. Be able to easily detect 
theory that is relevant to everyday 
lived experiences.” In speaking 
with Garza, it became clear that 
EdD students and graduates play 
a vital role in addressing real-world 
issues, issues that directly impact 
the lives of students and their 
communities.

Dr. Garza is Interim President of Richard J. Daley College, part of the City Colleges 
of Chicago system. He graduated from the EdD Program (Educational Leadership) 
in 2013. EdD News spoke with Dr. Garza about his experiences in the program and 
his path in education since then. 
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 Social Justice in Education with
Jonathan Kozol

Last quarter, the EdD Program hosted Jonathan Kozol. He visited at the invitation of a current 
EdD student. Kozol is an award winning writer and advocate for equitable education. He 
spoke at several events on DePaul’s Lincoln Park Campus. He met with students, faculty, staff 
and community members. His words resonated with those in attendance as he shared his 
experiences as an educator and his hopes for the future of education. 

Here are a few snapshots of his visit:

http://depauledd.wordpress.com


ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

Dr. Julie MacCarthy 

Dr. MacCarthy is the Director of Career Planning and 
Placement at Richard J. Daley College. She graduated 
from the EdD Program (Curriculum Studies) in 2012. 
She also teaches a course at Daley College called 
College Success.

What did you see yourself doing after 
the program?

My goals evolved over time. When I entered 
the program, I was working for a visual arts 
integration organization that worked with CPS 
elementary schools. In response to a grant 
opportunity, I co-developed an embedded 
(in the classroom) professional development 
program for teachers. 

During the implementation phase, we ran into 
some programmatic problems. Recognizing 
this, I entered the Ed.D. program to learn more 
about curriculum development. After I took a 
few classes in the Ed.D. program, I became 
an advocate for social justice. In my current 
position there are direct applications of the 
Vincentian commitment to social justice and 
fostering equity. 

The majority of the students I work with are 
low income and of color. In my position, 
through one-on-one meetings with students 
and through hosting events and workshops, 
I  support students to develop and achieve 
their goals. 

The students in my College Success class are 
new to college.  Through discussion and role 
plays, I support students to learn to advocate 
for themselves, be appropriately assertive, 
and to ensure that they are treated with 
respect. 

What was your dissertation topic? How 
did you decide on your research topic?

My dissertation explored the factors that 
underscore the Academic Achievement 
Gap and showcased a school that was 
successfully closing the gap for students.  The 
title of my dissertation was It Takes Leadership 
to Build a Village: A Portrait of a Public School 
Community that is Closing the Achievement 
Gap. 

Selecting a dissertation topic was a challenge 
initially. Then the planets aligned.  I was 
working with a group of high achieving CPS 
elementary schools that served low income 
students of color. At a principals meeting, one 
of the principals announced his school had just 
won the National Blue Ribbon Award.  After 
the meeting, I spoke with the principal, and 
he agreed to let me spend a year studying 
the factors at his school that contributed to 
student success.  

Do you have any advice for current 
students?

It’s easy to get intimidated and get 
discouraged by the dissertation process.  My 
mantras were “Keep your eyes on the prize” 
and “Get your ducks in a row”.  I encourage 
current students to celebrate the milestones 
(forming a committee, IRB, etc),  and to use 
LinkedIn to cultivate connections and to stay 
in touch with classmates, colleagues, and 
other professionals whose paths they cross.

If you are a student or alumnus interested in sharing 
your experiences, research and achievements contact 

us at eddprogram@depaul.edu.
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This all-fun gathering was organized by EDSA  (the Educational Doctoral Student Association). 
Held December 8, 2017, members of the EDSA team and their EdD colleagues got together to 

celebrate a quarter completed and the approaching new year. 

EDSA is a graduate 
student organization with 
the purpose of providing 
support and networking 

opportunities that 
promote the academic 

success of College of 
Education doctoral 
students at DePaul 

University.  EDSA’s core 
values are Community 

Building, Support, 
Communication, and 

Social Justice; as these 
values are also central 

tenets of DePaul’s mission.  
We hope to meet you at 
one of EDSA’s meet and 
greet outings; and don’t 

miss out on the EDSA 
conference which will 

be held on April 28, 2018.  
Save the date!

More about EDSA

My Brain Hurts: 
An all-fun, no-stress meetup of EdD students

Now Open! 
Come to read, write, meet with 

faculty, work on a group project, 
study, or just take a break. The 

shelves are lined with books about 
everything from research methods 

to style guides.

Come check it out. It has comfy 
chairs and the option of non-

florescent lighting.



Student Spotlight: Sarah Kaufman

Sarah Kaufman is in her fourth year of program (Curriculum Studies). 
Her coursework is complete. She’s currently working on her proposal 
and IRB application.

What are your current research interests?

My dissertation is on feminist pedagogy and the music history 
classroom. There’s a little bit of literature on this. I’m hoping 
that my self-study will contribute to knowledge on this topic. 
Self-study is like practitioner inquiry. It’s a genre of qualitative 
research that spotlights the educator’s knowledge of their own 
pedagogy. I will be studying my own pedagogy as I teach 
a college course on women in music. For data collection 
analysis I’m drawing from methods of autobiography and 
auto-ethnography with self-study as an umbrella approach. 
I’ll take field notes from class notes and do audio recordings. 

How did you decide on your research topic? 

I went a brown bag lecture with Dr. Haymes, and he asked, “What has been in your life? What 
has always been a concern of yours?” So, I reflected on my class papers, on my life, and I saw 
that a common thread was pedagogy. I started narrowing down what I’m really concerned 
about. What makes you angry? That reveals your passion. 

Do you have any advice for other EdD students? 

Go to the College of Education events and meet faculty and ask them about their research. 
Find the faculty who align with your research interests. Start collaborating. It’s not easy, but I 
would say that all of the faculty are willing to talk with you. Once you get to the point of working 
with a faculty member, it’s hard to send stuff in but you can’t be fearful. Faculty members know 
it’s a work in progress. A proposal is not a finished product, thank God. And, don’t panic. It will 
all come together for you.

What are some tools you’ve gathered along the way? 

I keep all of my notes in Google drive from all of my classes. “Control F” helps you find anything: 
this helps you search terms and bring all of your research together. I write and edit all of my 
papers in google drive because it saves automatically, and I can access it from anywhere. My 
friends, my colleagues: they really do help me. Even after classes, I keep up with them, and we 
encourage each other to finish this thing. I-share, the library service, is a life saver. You can find 
books that DePaul doesn’t have, and they arrive in a couple of days. 



Melissa Bradford (Curriculum Studies) finished 
coursework in the spring of 2015. She defended her 
proposal in the spring of 2016. Now, she says, “I’m just 
getting that dissertation done.”

What are your research interests?
I’m exploring the creation of a methodology based 
on value-creative dialogue. I’m studying Daisaku 
Ikeda’s dialogues, and I’ve been dialoguing with 
a colleague since 2012. I asked, “Are there any 
other methodologies based on dialogue”? I found 
one: dual ethnography. I’ve been doing other 
writing alongside dissertation work. I’ve been trying 
to present pieces of it at conferences. I’ve turned 
three of them into publications. Conference 
presentations were scary and intimidating at first. 
I had no idea what I was doing. We put a panel 
together for the 2016 EDSA conference. Our panel 
was based on dialogue. I submitted it to AESA. 
It was accepted. You just have to plunge in. 
After that I went to conferences and just started 
submitting stuff.

How did you decide on your dissertation 
topic?
When I came into the program, I had a different 
focus, but as I took more courses, my thinking 
broadened in some ways. At the same time, I 
was talking with my advisor. The conversations 
and writing my papers helped. Narrowing is the 
hardest part. Working with the Writing Center has 
been a life saver for me. It’s helped my writing so 
much. This is a different kind of writing. They have 
this understanding of rhetorically how things work 
together: what do I cut, what do I add, etc.

What do you do outside of the program? 
I founded a school. I work there part time. It’s a K-12 
non-public, Sudbury model, democratic school. I 
also teach part-time at Joliet Junior College. 

Do you have any advice for other EdD 
students? 
Constantly read and write, read and write. Put your 
writing out there for feedback. It depends on what 
track you’re going down. If you’re a practitioner, 
you can limit the scope [of your research] and get 
it done.  If you’re going into academia, you can 
take time to research and write because it takes so 
much longer, and so you can make a contribution 
to the literature. 

What are some tools you’ve gathered 
along the way?
The Writing Center. You can make your own writing 
group or writing partners to keep you accountable. 
After classes you’re so exhausted, but try to keep 
in touch. Use a bibliography tool, whether a free 
one like Zotero or other ones. Keep a list of every 
reading you have in class, with maybe a 3-4 
sentence paragraph saying why it’s important. 
Then you have something that’s easy to go back 
to. If you do it, you’ll be glad you did.
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Student Spotlight: Melissa Bradford

Melissa Bradford (right) at the 2017 AESA conference  
with  COE faculty member, Dr. Jason Goulah  and   
fellow EdD students Nozomi Inukai and Karlee Johnson-
all presenters at the conference.
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IRB Workshop
Publications

Winter Quarter EdD Get Together: Join fellow EdD students 
for a get together at Lion Head Pub on Friday, February 9 
from 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM.

Winter Education Forum on Sanctuary Schools: A panel of 
educators will discuss the impact of immigration policies and 
school-based policing on students, how to create sanctuary 
schools, know-your-rights workshops for students, teachers, 
parents and policy recommendations to increase safety and 
opportunity in schools. Registration required. Register here.

Brown Bag Panel Discussion - Interviewing for Full-Time 
Faculty Appointment: Thursday, February 15 from 5:00 PM - 
6:00 PM in COE LL101.

Save the Date for the 2018 EDSA Conference: Saturday, 
April 28, 2018 in the Lincoln Park Student Center. More 
information to come.

EdD Writing Group: The weekly writing group meets Sundays 
from 3:00 PM - 4:30 PM at the Writing Center, SAC 212.

Michio Okamura, Curriculum Studies 
“Makiguchi Tsunesaburo’s Knowledge Cultivation Model and Its Application 
to Foreign Language Education” a chapter in Makiguchi Tsunesaburo in the 
Context of Language, Identity and Education (Routledge, 2017)
Nozomi Inukai, Curriculum Studies
“Soka Kyoikugaku Taikei Versus Education for Creative Living: How Makiguchi 
Tsunesaburo’s Educational Ideas Are Presented in English” a chapter in 
Makiguchi Tsunesaburo in the Context of Language, Identity and Education 
(Routledge, 2017) 

Tecora Rogers Harper, Curriculum Studies
“Book Review: Teaching Religious Literacy: A Guide to 
Religious and Spiritual Diversity in Higher Education” in the 
Journal of Catholic Education (Vol. 21: 1) 

Presentations
Karlee Johnson, Curriculum Studies
“Remembering James Baldwin in the Development of a 
Curriculum for Interrogating White Innocence” presented at 
2017 AESA Conference 

“Breaking Free from Whiteness: Baldwin, Freire, and 
Emancipatory Education” accepted to the 2018 AERA 
Conference

UPCOMING EVENTS

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfQgln1BoZKfcNdfxZRXAD-j4FspIep0_HGsXkMYapN7LoRvg/closedform

