
 We’re almost at the end of another academic year. Congratulations 
to those who are graduating! This year marks the 20th anniversary of the pro-
gram. We’ll be celebrating this and more throughout 2018. There will be an 
alumni panel and poster session on September 14 at 5:00 PM in the Lincoln 
Park Student Center. If you have any questions about upcoming events or 
the program in general, contact EdD Program Assistant, Cassidy Bradford 
at c.bradford@depaul.edu or EdD Graduate Assistant, Shanita Bigelow at 
sbigelow@depaul.edu. Once again, congratulations on completing another 
academic year.
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Dear Doctoral Students and Alumni,

Meagan Mitchell, CS
“You Will Do Better Than I Did”: The Positive 
Actions Black Parents Employ to Influence 
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The 2018 EDSA Conference allowed students to connect with each other and faculty members. 
Confrence sessions focused on research methods, and the writing, dissertation and publishing 
processes. The keynote speaker was Dr. David Stovall, Professor of African American Studies and 
Educational Policy Studies at UIC. He spoke about education policy in Chicago, the links between 
school closings, public housing and law enforcement strategies. 

2018 EDSA Conference

EDSA officers, Jeannette Srivastava, 
Alex Cruz and Toia Jones, welcomed 

conference attendees.

Dr. David Stovall in-
spired and encouraged 

participants.

Panel sessions included EdD students, 
alumni and faculty. Top: Jacob Gross, 

Peter Ower, Todd Keline. Bottom: Faculty 
members, Drs. Andrea Kayne, Gonzalo 

Obelleiro and Thomas Noel.

From left to right: 
EdD students, Toia 
Jones, Callie Pogge, 
Jeannette Srivas-
tava, John Zeigler, 
Alex Cruz and Ravi 

Shah. 

Edward Evins, Writing 
Center tutor and DePaul 
faculty member, spoke 

about the center’s resourc-
es and serives.
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Presentations & Publications

EDSA
   join the conversation #EDSAchat

facebook

Jacob Gross, Educational Leadership
“Students & You: Effective Online Engagement” 
presented at the 2018 International Educators 
of Illinois Conference (IEI)
“Expanding Advising Vocabulary & Site 
Selection of Underrepresented Students” 
presented at 2018 Diversity Abroad Conference

Olena Marshall, Educational Leadership
“Chiron’s Respect” an article in Social Justice, 
Literacy, and the Arts, Vol. 4(2), Fall/Winter 2017
“On Seeing” a painting displayed as part of 
Journey to America: How Stories of Immigration 
Shape our Contemporary Art and Culture, an 
art exhibit held at the Art Center in Highland 
Park

Melissa Bradford, Curriculum Studies
“Dialogical Resistance to Neoliberal Values: 
Eco-Justice and Soka Teachers Who Foster 
Value Creation” presented at the 2018 
American Educational Research Association 
(AERA) Conference

Dr. Ann Frkovich, 2015 Graduate in Curriculum 
Studies 
“The Lived Experience of Test-Driven Schools 
for Students in the US and China” presented 
at the 2018 Comparative and International 
Education Society (CIES) Conference

Dr. John Dozier, 2011Graduate in Educational 
Leadership
“Undergraduate Students’ Perceptions of 
Campus Climate: A Sense of Belonging as a 
Predictor of Satisfaction” presented at the 2018 
American Educational Research Association 
(AERA) Conference with Xumei Fan and 
Kathryn Luchok 

Dr. Robert E. Lee, 2006 Graduate in Educational 
Leadership
“Jumping into the Deep End: Developing 
Culturally Responsive Urban Teachers through 
Community-Immersive Partnerships” presented 
at the 2018 American Educational Research 
Association (AERA) Conference with April L. 
Mustian and Valentina Gamboa-Turner

depauledd.wordpress.com

Recent EdD student and alumni presentations and publications include:

Faculty member, Dr. Jason Goulah, talked with stu-
dents and fellow faculty member, Dr. Thomas Noel, 

about publishing at the 2018 EDSA Conference
***

Students at the 2018 EDSA Conference (left to 
right): Jacob Gross, Fashawn Meeks-Jones, Sarah 

Kaufman, Todd Kleine, Peter Ower, 
and Edward Amos.

http://depauledd.wordpress.com


Faculty Spotlight:
Dr. Mojdeh Bayat

 Dr. Mojdeh Bayat is a professor of Early Childhood Education 
and teaches in both the Teacher Education and Doctoral Programs  
at DePaul. Dr. Bayat earned her Master’s degree in Early Childhood 
Special Education and her Ph.D. in Child Development. Her research 
as a graduate student focused on family quality of life and resilience 
emerged from that. 
 She’s currently focusing on mental health in young children, 
especially those who have undergone maltreatment or have 
experienced trauma. She’s passionate about understanding and 
supporting children with special needs. “Kids with special needs are 
never thought to also have mental health needs, especially those with 
cognitive and intellectual disabilities—they do have emotional needs 
and they do understand,” she said. She’s working on a methodology 
for positive interactions with kids (with and without special needs). 
She anticipates that the utilization of this approach will aid educators 
who may be asking themselves, “What do I do?” This current model 
evolved from one Dr. Bayat had already established. As it continues 
to evolve, she believes its implementation can increase factors that 
lead to resilience in children. She’s conducting a pilot program and 
has enlisted the help of a few doctoral students. 
 
 
 
 

 As Dr. Bayat continues to work on this model, she is integrating positive psychology, which, 
in education, is different from the deficit/disease model. It focuses on positive emotions like 
optimism and gratitude. “The idea is that these positive interaction models are also applicable to 
young children,” she said. She is also working on a book that will fully articulate this model. One 
goal is to train teachers to change the negative dynamics in education and focus on well-being 
in children as early as possible. “Resilience,” she said, “is a set of skills you can learn. It starts with 
teachers.” While this model is designed to increase factors that lead to resilience in kids, Dr. Bayat 
believes those factors are also applicable to teachers. “Unless you’re well, you can’t teach well-
being to students,” she continued.
  Dr. Bayat also practices what her research demonstrates. She’s served on and 
chaired dissertation committees and continues to encourage the students she works with. She 
even saves a few minutes for mindfulness exercises in her classes, and suggests that her students 
take those activities to their classrooms. Her students don’t always believe these activities can 
hold the attention of their students. But, her students have come back with stories of the activities’ 
effectiveness. When asked what advice she has for doctoral students, she said, “From the very 
first day, don’t say, ‘I don’t know what the subject of my dissertation is going to be.’ You have a 
passion.” She encourages students to pay attention to and continue to hone in on the questions 
that arise from that passion.

Dr. Mojdeh Bayat, 
Professor, Early 

Childhood Education, 
Department of Teacher 
Education & Doctoral 

Program

“Resilience is a set of skills you can learn. 
It starts with teachers.”



          

Student Spotlight:
Meagan Mitchell

How far along are you in 
the program?
I’ll be graduating. I’ll be Dr. 
Meagan Mitchell on June 
9, 2018 (insert dance here).

What are your current 
research interests?

My study employed an anti-deficit perspective 
to explore how the parents of first generation, 
low-income African American students 
positively influence their child’s choice to 
attend college. The study aims to examine the 
positive, direct and indirect, actions taken by 
African American parents, who have limited 
monetary resources. It examines how they 
encourage their child to decide to attend 
college even though they haven’t finished a 
four-year degree themselves.

When did you decide on your research topic?
I knew entering the program what my research 
topic was going to be. In high school, I struggled. 
I had a hard time when trying gain admission to 
college. I had an older brother who helped me, 
but, most importantly, my parents believed in 
me when I didn’t believe in myself. I earned a 
M.A. in Higher Education, Student Affairs to help 
students like myself. My career is dedicated 
to helping students obtain a college degree. 
I want my research to give voice to African 
American parents.

What have you learned from your research?
Parents are the most critical piece in the college 
choice process. What they instill in their children 
is invaluable. It can’t be taught. Unfortunately, 
society often looks at vulnerable populations 
from a deficit perspective, dismissing the value 
they add to their children’s lives. We must shift 
this paradigm.
My hope is the findings from this study will 
encourage other scholars to further explore 
the positive strategies  low-income African 
American families employ to encourage 
college choice. Further research is needed 
that focuses solely on college choice from a 
parent’s perspective; the implications of how 

parents are viewed from a deficit perspective; 
and explorations of how we can create a shift 
toward an anti-deficit perspective. Additionally, 
a model of engagement must be researched 
to better serve African American parents. My 
research has implications for families, educators 
and policy makers who are interested in better 
serving African American families and their 
children as they transition to post-secondary 
education.

What do you do outside of the program? 
I work at the City Colleges of Chicago-Malcolm 
X as the Director of the Predominantly Black 
Institution (PBI) Grant. The purpose of the PBI 
Program is to establish programs in the following 
areas: (1) Science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics (STEM), (2) Health education, 
(3) Internationalization or globalization, (4) 
Teacher preparation, and (5) Improving 
educational outcomes for African-American 
males at institutions of higher education.

I also have a husband named Durrell and fur 
baby named Nino-Brown. When I am not at 
work or writing, I enjoy spending quality time 
with them both.

Do you have any advice for other EdD students? 
1. Don’t quit. 
2. Always make continuous progress. 
3. Submit to the process, and write most days.
4. Continually reflect on your “Why.”

What will you do after graduation?
I just want to read things that are non-scholarly, 
catch up on reality TV, and have a social life 
again. 

“My career is 
dedicated to helping 

students obtain a college 
degree.” 
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EdD Program 
Leadership

UPCOMING EVENTS
EdD Writing Workshops: Workshops will be held Saturdays June 2 from 10:00am-2:00pm in 
SAC 212. 

Commencement: The College of Education commencement ceremony will be held 
Saturday, June 9 at Wintrust Arena. The ceremony begins at 1:30 PM. Doors will open at 
12:30 PM.

Course Registration for Fall 2018 is open. Visit Campus Connect to select and register for 
courses. Any course registration questions can be directed to Brandon Washington in the 
Advising Office.

Students who have completed all coursework are reminded to submit the Student in Good 
Standing Course Request in order to maintain access to resources like the library and writing 
center over the summer.

Summer Writing Group: Due to the success of last summer’s writing group, it may be offered 
again this summer. If it is offered again this summer, an email will be sent with details. 


