
Dear Doctoral Students and Alumni,

Welcome to another academic year. Thank you to those who were able to participate in the EdD Program 20th Anni-
versary Celebration. It was a night to remember. The EdD Newsletter has chronicled much of the program’s history. 
It’s a source of information and a means of showcasing the amazing work our students, alumni and faculty have done 
and continue to do. The EdD Program is rich with experience. As the year progresses, don’t hesitate to share yours 
with us. General inquiries can be sent to eddprogram@depaul.edu. You can also reach out to EdD Program Assistant, 
Cassidy Bradford at c.bradford@depaul.edu, and EdD Program Graduate Assistant, Shanita Bigelow at sbigelow@
depaul.edu. Once again welcome.

Dr. Sonia Soltero, EdD Program Coordinator 
and Chair, Department of Leadership, 

Language and Curriculum

Fall 2018

EdD News



  On Friday, September 14, the EdD Program celebrated its 20th anniversary. Beginning with an 
alumni panel and ending with a private reception, the evening was full of rich history and insightful 

experiences.
 
 Opening remarks for the alumni panel, EdD Alumni Voices: The Convergence of Socially Engaged 
Practice and Scholarship, came from faculty members. Dr. James Wolfinger welcomed the audience of 
students, faculty and staff. Dr. Gayle Mindes gave opening remarks highlighting key moments in the history 
of the program. Dr. Amira Proweller provided a little more history and introduced the panelists. 

 The panel was moderated by Dr. Melisssa Bradford, a recent EdD Program alumna and current 
faculty member. The panelists whose lives and accolades demonstrate a deep commitment to education 
toward social justice have rich and diverse experience in K-12 and higher education settings. The panelists 
were: 

•Dr. Johnnie Thomas, Superintendent at Rich Township High School, District 227, Illinois 
•Dr. Tanya Merriman-Brown, Professor at University of Southern California and author of Those Who Can (2017)
•Dr. Judy McCann-Floeter, Principal at Jefferson School, CUSD 50, Illinois
•Dr. Karl Brooks, Vice President for Student Affairs at Oakton Community College

 Each spoke about their professional trajectories and how their desire for social justice has driven their 
work. Inherent in their professional lives is the insight gained from their scholarship and lived experience. 
They spoke about why they chose the EdD Program and its subsequent and ongoing impact in their work. 
Audience members had the opportunity to write down a question for the panelists. The questions ranged 
from what the panelists thought teacher education at DePaul should include to how to frame and look at a 
specific dissertation topic. Panelists noted the importance of finishing, of getting the dissertation done, but 
they also noted the importance of keeping it in mind as you move forward. It is part of the foundation of the 
work they do and as such, some return to it and continue the conversations it brought to the fore.

Socially Engaged Practice 
and Scholarship:
 The EdD Program 



Dr. Tanya Merriman-Brown is a Chicago born educator and writer.  Central to her work is exploring the 
use of different disciplines such as art, linguistics, history and technology to solve the pressing concerns 

of social and educational inequity. Tanya has taught in public, parochial and charter schools; she has taught 
nearly every grade level from Pre-K to doctoral students; and she has served as an administrator and designer 
of new schools, and curricular programs.  She is a professor at University of Southern California, where 
she instructs on social context, pedagogy, teaching English Language Arts, teaching History, and teaching 
linguistics. 

Tanya is the author of Those Who Can: A Handbook for Teaching and Social Reconstruction.  She has 
contributed chapters on art, popular culture, activism and critical pedagogy.  Her writing is featured on We 
Are Teachers and YourTango websites.  Her upcoming projects include a book that explores the Pedagogy 
of Sesame Street, a book that explores the finding common ground in a politically divided nation and 
COURSE™, a multimedia curriculum that supports intentional cultural competence for schools and families.  

Alumni Panel: 
 Dr. Tanya Brown Merriman 



Dr. Judy McCann-Floeter is currently the principal of Jefferson Elementary School, a 4th and 5th grade 
center in Harvard, Illinois.   Prior to her 13 years as an administrator, McCann-Floeter taught 6th grade 

in Cary, Illinois for five years.  McCann-Floeter graduated from Northern Illinois University with a bachelor’s 
degree in Elementary Education, received her master’s degree in Educational Leadership from National Louis 
University, and in 2015, earned a Doctor of Education Degree from DePaul University.   

McCann-Floeter is devoted to her students and teachers. She is a researcher who is continually seeking to 
improve learning for ALL students, to build a more positive and productive school culture and to develop 
in students the habits of active democratic citizens. McCann-Floeter has served as the district’s Performance 
Evaluation Review Act (PERA) chairperson, Complaint and Discrimination Manager.  She is the secretary for 
Midwest Principals’ Center’s governing board and executive board, and has taught masters’ level courses at 
North Park University. 

Alumni Panel:
 Dr. Judy McCann-Floeter



Dr. Karl Brooks has a 28 year career in higher education, working in both public and private institutions. 
He serves as the Vice President for Student Affairs at Oakton Community College. He serves on the 

President’s Council and oversees all student development related programs, services, and accommodations. 
Some of these areas include counseling and health services, student conduct and crisis intervention, advising 
services, career services, athletics, enrollment services, financial aid, tutoring, testing, and disability services, 
as well as the office of access, equity and diversity.  Prior to his appointment as Vice President, he served 
in important leadership capacities as the Dean of Student Success at Joliet Junior College, Director of the 
Student Leadership Institute at DePaul University, and Associate Dean of Students at North Central College.  

Dr. Brooks has been recognized as an empowering educational leader who is committed to social justice and 
equity minded educational practices. In 2017 the National Association of Student Personnel Administrators 
honored him with The Outstanding Community College Professional award. Dr. Brooks holds a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Psychology from North Central College, a Master’s of Science Degree in Higher Education from 
Drake University, and a Doctoral Degree in Educational Leadership from DePaul University. 

Alumni Panel: 
 Dr. Karl Brooks



Dr. Johnnie Thomas, a native of Chicago, is superintendent of Rich Township School District 
227. He is former superintendent of Community High School District 155 and was its first African-

American leader. He began as a School Social Worker with Chicago Public Schools, which intensified his 
desire to improve educational outcomes for all children. Prior to his current role, Thomas held several 
administrative positions and served three years as associate superintendent for student services at Township 
High School District 214, where he led collaborative efforts to develop, implement, and evaluate services for 
special education students and faculty. 

Dr. Thomas is an advisory board member of the Loyola University Chicago School of Education and serves 
on boards for McHenry County Big Brothers Big Sisters and the McHenry County Department of Special 
Education. He is former president of the McHenry County Superintendents Organization and previously 
served as a board member for the Illinois Alliance of Administrators of Special Education and as vice 
president of the DuPage Township Youth Taskforce board. He received an EdD from DePaul University, a 
MSW from Loyola University, and a BA in sociology from Southern Illinois University.

Alumni Panel:
  Dr. Johnnie Thomas



Belinda Green is studying Educational Leadership with an interest in higher education. She began her 
teaching career in Miami, Florida after graduating from Florida International University. Her Masters in 

Curriculum, Instruction and Literacy was achieved at Hamline University in Minnesota, and her K-12 public 
administration license was achieved at the University of Minnesota-Twin Cities. She’s served over 23 years in 
the K-12 setting. She has served as a classroom teacher, a district curriculum specialist and a school principal. 
Her goal is to begin a second career in higher education. Belinda is truly a lifelong learner. Everywhere she 
serves, she strives to make a difference in the education of others. As she nears the end of the program, 
she’s reminded that there’s still more to learn! At DePaul, she’s participated in Lift as You Climb, has been 
instructed by some great professors and supported by academic counselor as well as her wonderful fellow 
doctoral students!

EDSA Officer:
 Belinda Green

Meet EDSA Officers The Educational Doctoral Student Assocation



EDSA Officer: 
 Hanh-Thuc Nguyen
 

Hanh-Thuc Nguyen is an international student in the Curriculum Studies program. She changed her 
major from Business to Education because during her time getting involved with several non-profit 

organizations in developing countries such as Vietnam, she witnessed how education can bring a positive and 
sustainable impact to local communities. She believes education can help transform the outlook for not only 
an individual but also a nation. She is a big believer in volunteerism and community service. For her this is 
the pathway to make our society more just and humane. She also shared this quote from Albert Einstein: “The 
highest destiny of the individual is to serve rather than to rule.”



EDSA Officer:
  Kimberly Lloyd

Kimberly Lloyd is embarking on her third and final year of coursework. She is a Chicago police officer 
with 20 years of experience.  Prior to this career, she worked for both the Chicago Public Schools and 

the Archdiocese for a total of 10 years.   She attended Roosevelt University where she obtained a Bachelor’s of 
Arts in Communications. She also attended Saint Xavier University- Chicago where she obtained her MBA. 
She offered this tip: “This educational journey is not for you alone.  The purpose of this journey is to pay it 
forward.” Kimberly is dedicated to the improvement of literacy among children with limited social-economic 
means. She created We Got You Covered (WGYC). It is her hope that through this organization these youth 
will learn to read proficiently.  She wants to ensure that these children particularly African American boys, 
who are in 3rd and 4th grades are completely literate and reading at or above grade level.  



Jeannette Srivastava is excited to serve as an EDSA officer for another year! She’s originally from a 
very small town in southeastern Ohio, but loves Chicago and has been here for over 12 years with 

her daughter, Sophia (and doesn’t plan on ever leaving—except for vacations!). In terms of scholarship, 
she’s most interested in education that isn’t schooling. She finished her coursework in spring 2018, 
and is officially ABD. Her dissertation will be mixed methods looking into the impact of regulation on 
homeschool teaching practice. After graduating, she plans to build and open a 30-40 room hostel on 
the West Side of Chicago, with a commitment to energy efficiency, intentional living in community, 
and informal teaching and learning. Ask her about the cat infestation in her apartment, worm 
composting in an apartment (it’s not as gross as you think), or how you can keep chickens as pets in 
your yard (it’s easy!).

EDSA Officer: 
 Jeanette Srivastava



          National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) 
Research Foundation Grants
Deadline: March 15, 2019

The Trustees of the NCTE Research Foundation support projects related to the teaching and learning of language, 
literacy, and culture. For more information, visit http://www2.ncte.org/research/research-foundation-grants/.
Who Is Eligible? Proposals are invited from teachers, teacher researchers, teacher educators, and scholars of 
language, literacy, and cultural studies. Applicants must be current members of NCTE.
Suggested Research Topics: The Trustees of the Research Foundation seek proposals that reflect the diverse 
interests among our NCTE membership, including, but not limited to, proposals focusing on underrepresented 
populations, equity pedagogies, curriculum changes and the effect these changes have on students, school 
policies, changes in teaching methods, student interaction and learning, community literacy, home-school literacy 
relationships, after-school programs, student literacy practices in and out of school, and other relevant topics of 
study.

International Literacy Association Grants & Awards: 
The International Literacy Association (ILA) offers a number awards and grants. Some are listed below. For the full 
list of awards and their descriptions, visit https://www.literacyworldwide.org/about-us/awards-grants.

ILA Elva Knight Research Grant

Deadline: March 15, 2019

This grant is a US $5,000 grant for research in reading and literacy. Projects should be completed within two 
(2) years and may be carried out using any research method or approach so long as the focus of the project is 
on research in reading or literacy. Activities such as developing new programs or instructional materials are 
not eligible for funding except to the extent that these activities are necessary procedures for the conduct of the 
research. Applicants must be ILA members. More information is available here: https://www.literacyworldwide.
org/about-us/awards-grants/ila-elva-knight-research-grant.

ILA Helen M. Robinson Grant

Deadline: March 15, 2019

This US$1,200 grant established in memory of Helen M. Robinson is given annually to support a doctoral student 
in the early stages of his or her dissertation research in reading and literacy. Dr. Robinson devoted much of her 
work to developing a better understanding of instructional interventions. This grant will be used to support 
eligible dissertation research in this area. Applicants must be ILA members. More information is available here: 
https://www.literacyworldwide.org/about-us/awards-grants/ila-helen-m-robinson-grant.

Grants and Awards

https://www.literacyworldwide.org/about-us/awards-grants
https://www.literacyworldwide.org/about-us/awards-grants/ila-elva-knight-research-grant 
https://www.literacyworldwide.org/about-us/awards-grants/ila-elva-knight-research-grant 
https://www.literacyworldwide.org/about-us/awards-grants/ila-helen-m-robinson-grant


Dr. Donna Kiel is 
director of the Office 

of Innovative Professional 
Learning (OIPL) and 
Senior Instructional 
Assistant Professor in 
Secondary Education. 
Her present work and 
past achievements 
are the results of her 

passion for making a difference in the lives students 
and educators. With a bachelor’s degree in psychology 
from the University of Illinois at Chicago and licensure 
as a school counselor, and after teaching Social Studies, 
Dr. Kiel realized her passions in the role of school 
counselor. “After three years as a school counselor, I was 
promoted to director of counseling and shortly after 
that to assistant principal. The journey also led me to 
complete a master’s degree in curriculum and instruction 
from Concordia University,” she said. But that was just 
the beginning of her path in educational leadership. She 
continued, “I was asked to step in as principal on an 
interim basis.” The interim role lasted 12 years, and in 
that time, as a leader dedicated to innovation, she began 
the first one-to-one all laptop program in a Catholic 
school in 2003, long before one-to-one programs were 
emerging.

Aside from the profound technological innovation 
she brought to the school—innovation that she says 
allowed teachers and students to connect in a different 
and meaningful way—Dr. Kiel also learned a lot about 
herself. As she developed as an educational leader, she 
realized the social-emotional capacities she’d gained were 
important for all involved in the educational process, 
whether an administrator or a teacher:

“Most important to me are the wellness and support for 
teachers and leaders. Teachers need to know they matter 
and that their emotional, intellectual, and spiritual 
growth are supported and encouraged. Leaders deserve 
quality coaching and resources to grow their skills and 
reach their highest and truest potential. ”

Teachers and educational leaders handle a lot of stress, 
Dr. Kiel noted—and there aren’t a lot of resources for 
them to navigate managing that stress. The development 

of one’s social-emotional competencies requires knowing 
oneself, working through issues causing stress and 
moving beyond bias and limitations.  This is not easy, 
and, according to Dr. Kiel, education and learning are 
about relationship, and giving teachers and leaders the 
capacity to grow in self-compassion and care lead to 
positive relationship. 

Dr. Kiel teaches both graduate and undergraduate 
students and works with doctoral students with that in 
mind. “Working with doctoral candidates is truly one 
of the most enriching aspects of my work,” she said. 
The dissertation is important, she noted, but it is also 
about more than that. When she works with doctoral 
candidates she asks them to reflect on these kinds of 
questions: 

“How can this research change you and enhance your 
purpose? What’s the impact you want to make in the 
world? Is your dissertation topic one that you want to see 
evolve throughout your career? Who are going to be after 
the dissertation is done? What’s the impact you’ll have?”

These are profound questions, questions she asked 
herself as she went through the doctoral process. “For 
me, tapping into life experience, honoring the interests 
of the candidate, and surfacing their potential is the most 
significant way I can support their doctoral journey,” she 
said. 

Combining her passion and her interests in social-
emotional competencies, innovative leadership 
and technology, Dr. Kiel continues to support the 
development of educators here at DePaul and around 
the world. She works on several initiatives at DePaul 
including a growing program training Chinese teachers 
(through OIPL), a civics education micro-credential 
program for elementary and secondary educators 
through a Library of Congress grant, an IB teacher 
training program, and a program training teachers on 
restorative practices, among others.

Faculty Spotlight



Student Spotlight

Alicia Huddleston is 
in her last quarter of 

coursework, concentrating in 
educational leadership. She 
taught elementary school for 
six years before becoming an 
administrator (elementary 
and high school). When 
asked what brought her to 
the Ed.D. Program, she said, 

“The program at DePaul was a fit for me.  As educators, 
we want to be proficient and considered an expert in a 
particular content area.  My area is leadership, I have a 
passion for leadership.” This return to school has allowed 
her passion for leadership to grow and has provided new 
opportunities to see it in action.

After learning of and applying for an opportunity to 
train teachers in China, Alicia was able to work with 
two groups of middle and high school teachers (and 
a couple of principals) for about two weeks over the 
summer. “It was great,” she said. Offered through the 
Office of Innovative Professional Learning (OIPL) at 
DePaul, Alicia worked with these teachers in a course 
about innovative practices, changing teachers’ thinking to 
create a student-centered classroom:

“The first week I taught 44 teachers and the second week 
I taught 43 teachers. They were great…Telling them that 
innovation starts with a question—you’re always asking 
why. They weren’t used to that. When they gave me an 
answer, I would ask them, in different ways, why they 
were doing what they were doing. I think the first couple 
of days were intimidating, but they were very receptive. It 
was great. I learned from them as well.”

In demonstrating ways to creatively introduce content, 
Alicia showed them the game Tic-Tac-Toe. She asked 
them to think about it as a tool for introducing content to 
a specific type of learner—the logical thinker:

“We talked about different learning styles of students, and 
students that are logical thinkers…sometimes you have 
to create an activity to introduce a concept logically. So, 
I presented to them the logic of Tic-Tac-Toe. They had 
never heard of the game. They felt that the nine boxes 
we used were too simplistic. So, they created 60 boxes on 

large post-it sheets.”

The teachers were able to see and utilize their content 
knowledge in a new way. Alicia promotes innovation, 
not only in the application of content for teachers, but for 
other leaders as well. While her time in China was spent 
working with teachers, her doctoral research interest 
and passion is understanding the concept of emotional 
intelligence as it pertains to leadership. She said, 

“I’ve been in education 18 years as a practitioner. Using 
what I have learned and what I am learning allows me 
to support and influence adults in their practice.  That 
is what OIPL does—it is professional development. We 
train teachers and leaders. This is what I would like to 
continue to do.  As a teacher, you’re always a teacher, you 
know.”

And, it is her continued interest and passion that has 
aided her in moving through the program. She has this 
advice for fellow Ed.D. students: 

“What has helped me throughout this program is that 
I have focused on what my passion is. Whatever you’re 
passionate about or whatever you want to learn more 
about is where your research, your conversations, and 
your work should encompass because then, it won’t 
seem so arduous. That’s what I’ve learned throughout 
the program and talking with other doc students and my 
Chair.”





Professor Sonia Soltero 
Program Coordinator 
ssoltero@depaul.edu

Professor Joseph Gardner 
Director, Curriculum Studies
joby.gardner@depaul.edu

Professor Andrea Kayne
Director, Educational Leadership 
andrea.kayne@depaul.edu

Professor Marie Donovan  
Director, Early Childhood Education 
mdonovan@depaul.edu

EdD Program 
Leadership

RESOURCES

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Registration for Winter Quarter 2019 is open.To 
register for classes, log into Campus Connect. 

Fall Brown Bag Discussion with Dr. Hilary Conklin- 
Wednesday, November 7 from 4:30-5:15 pm in the 
COE. Professor Conklin will discuss an exploratory case 
study she conducted that examined the impact of a 
doctoral course for preparing novice teacher educators.  

Weekly Writing Group: Mondays from 3:45-5:15pm in 
COE 146.

SAVE THE DATE -2019 EDSA Conference: Saturday, 
April 27 in the Schmitt Academic Center (SAC).

Writing Workshop: Saturday, November 10 from 
10:00am-2:00pm in Schmitt Academic Center, room 212. 
At the end of each quarter the UCWbL opens its doors for 
EdD students. Students are welcome to stop by and work 
individually or in groups. Writing Center staff will be 
available as well. 

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS: The Reading Buddies 
program through Open Books, a non-profit dedicated to 
advancing literacy in Chicago, is seeking volunteers.  A 
Reading Buddy goes into a CPS school for one hour, twice 
a week, to read aloud with third graders, who have been 
identified as benefiting from additional reading time. If 
you are interested in volunteering, please contact Alison 
Gerber at agerber@open-books.org.

Professor Amira Proweller
Social Cultural Foundations of Education 
aprowell@depaul.edu

Brandon Washington 
Doctoral Student Advisor 
(773) 325-7495
bwashin3@depaul.edu

EdD Program Office 
DePaul University 
College of Education
2247 N. Halsted Street, 
Rm 346 Chicago, IL 60614 
(773) 325-1674 
eddprogram@depaul.edu

Cassidy Bradford
EdD Program Assistant 
(773) 325-1674
cbradfo5@depaul.edu
COE Room 346

Shanita Bigelow
EdD Graduate Assistant 
sbigelow@depaul.edu
COE Room 350

Doctoral Program Info

EdD Program Website: 
depauledd.wordpress.com

Join the DePaul University 
EdD Program Facebook group

https://education.depaul.edu/departments/doctoral-program/Pages/default.aspx
http://depauledd.wordpress.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1494991940731886/
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